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1. Love. The series for the first eleven 


« 
B d G ris days is based on I Cor. 13:4-8, love, what 
or oys an I it is and how it acts. 
; 2. Love. How it works in the lives of 
ACH year, as Lent approaches, an increas- people. 
ing number of Churches are distributing the 4 Worship. Mow Jeeumomane iced 
daily devotional guide prepared especially for at home, in the temple, through festivals 
boys and girls, called, 


and out-of-doors. 


4. Spirit of Jesus. How it expresses itself 

“THOUGHTS OF GOD” in nae lives of people facing difficult 
Meditations, prayers, poems, hymns, and ean 

Scripture selections arranged for daily use 5. Personal Ce Stories cleo es 

te 7 : : : * : men, tax gatherers, women, children, an 

from Ash Wednesday until Easter Sunday. important people with whom Jesus worked. 

This year’s edition considers the general na OY Ne ta pe 

“ Sa 5 2? . His ast Week. e last week o 

theme, “The Religion of Jesus. Jesus’ life as a man on earth, the journey 


p . : Yi g S rning. 
Every boy and girl in the Primary and to Jerusalem through Easter morning 


Junior classes receives a copy of this book, to 7 
use as a study guide and a guide for personal Thotehts ‘of God: may be ordereditter 
devotions, and most likely as a guide for fami- the Board of Christian Education, 1505 


ly devotions, members of the family alter- Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 10c a copy, 
4 si or 8c in lots of 25 or more, remittance 


nating as leaders. with order. 


“The One-Book Library for Preachers” 


Tf you have had former issues, you will want the new 
volume. If you are acquainted with it, you will welcome 
this opportunity to secure one FREE and learn to 
know “‘the day’s outstanding book for preachers.” 


There is no better method of strengthening 
and vivifying yourownsermonsthan by study- 
ing how others treat vital texts and themes. 
That's why a hundred thousand volumes of 


THE MINISTER'S ANNUAL 


ARE STUDIED THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 


Fill in the coupon and mail today, with remittance, and your Annual will be mailed 


Tue F. M. Barton Co. Pus., Inc. 
62 Grove Street, East Aurora. New York 


Certainly I want the FREE GIFT copy of The Minister’s Annual in combination with a 
subscription to The Expositor & Homiletic Review. 


This remittance of $3.25 will entitle me to The Expositor & Homiletic Review for twelve 


(12) months beginning with , or from date of expiration, plus a copy 
of the new Minister’s Annual, the most practical book published for ministers. 


(Not combined with any other offer) 


The Expositor 


INTRODUCTION by CHARLES S. MACFARLAND, D. D. 


— and the Other Mary 


By P. G. S. HOPWOOD, Ph.D. 


Author of “The Religious Experience of the Primitive Church,” ete. 


The famous British preacher and author of a recent Religious Book Club selection gives 
us a book right out of his own pastoral experiences that brings a new vision of the life 
to come. The certainty of Dr. Hopwood’s faith, the depth of his feeling, and his keen 
insight into the workings of mind and spiritual emotion will come as an inspired mes- 


sage for the pastor or those in doubt or in sorrow. 


The Making of the 
Spiritual Mind 


By Robert MacGowan, D.D. 


All who have come under the spell of this great 
preacher from the burns and braes of Scotland will 
need no second invitation to get this book. Others 
who have yet to hear him also will enjoy it. Dr. 
MacGowan unites reason with religion, science with 
faith, and seals them in his writings with evangelical 


fervor. $1.00 


A Doctor Without a 
Country 


By,Thomas A. Lambie, M.D. 
Who Renounced His American Allegiance to 
Become an Ethiopian Citizen 


Dr. Howard A. Kelly (Johns Hopkins University) 
says: “The expert work of our doctor writer should, 


too, engage the attention of our profession. It has 
appeared to me that I was following one who walked 
closely in the footsteps of our great David Living- 
stone, exploring the vast interior of Southern Africa. 
In like fashion, Lambie traversed the Anglo-Sudan 


$1.25 


e 
Lamplight 
Illustrations and Quotations for 
Pulpit, Platform and Forum 


By Perry J. Stackhouse, D.D. 


First Baptist Church, Chicago 


A new, rich source book of illustrative material for 
which many a preacher, public speaker, teacher, and 
writer has wished during the stress of preparing a 
sermon, an address for a set occasion, or a casual 


talk. $2.00 


A Study of the Early Church 


When Christianity 
Was New 


By Robert E. Speer 


Dr. Speer examines the position of Christianity in 
relation to the church in the home, social and eco- 
nomic questions, race problems, other religions, and 
the place of Christ in the early church. The book 
will help to a more comprehensive understanding of 
the relation of Christianity to problems that are 


$2.00 


and ultimately, Abyssinia.’ Illustrated, $1.50 fresh today. 


A Book You Will Be Glad to Own! 
Britain Goes to War 


By N. SCARLYN WILSON 
How does it seem to have your nation suddenly plunged into a devastating war? How 
the British people met the situation with restraint and good humor, how they made 
ready for the expected rain of bombs, how they answered the call to the colors—is told 
with a sure and simple touch impossible to read without emotion. 


Introduction by P. Whitwell Wilson Illustrated, $1.00 
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A Journal of Practical Church Methods 


A LETTER FROM HOME 


ce HAT others say,” of course means much to ar 
W publisher, when it is said about his publication.. 


But tastes fortunately vary or we might all be: 
held in the grasp of some particular brand of body andl 
soul destroying liquor over which its advocate waxed) 
eloquent. 

So the Expositor has chosen, as its own, the line of) 
permitting you to decide for yourself, individually, asi 
to the merit of its pages, without the continual artificial} 
respiration of letters of endorsement from others. Should! 
you write us an appreciative letter, and countless do, it: 
would buoy us up and urge us on to greater efforts.; 
Should your letter be critical, even harsh and far from: 
gentle, and such letters are not unknown in any publish-: 
ing office, our practice has been to return it to you! 
rather than place it permanently in our files where: 
others, in days yet ahead, would see it and form un-: 
happy conclusions about its writer or his profession. 

It is the exception, you know, which proves the rule: 
and here is the exception, a letter which assures us that. 
even a negative reaction may become a positive one,. 
given time and that the Expositor aim and purpose and | 
the effort behind the publication continues through the 
speeding years. eminently worthwhile. That the letter: 
comes from the manse in which I was born adds no 
whit to its testimony, even though it does snag my 
spirit. 

“Dear Mr. Ramsey; 

Last January I was a little disgusted with your 
Annual and Expositor. I was sorely in need of Church 
Year material and your Annual so often strayed to some 
other text for use on the days I needed it most. The 
Expositor just didn’t fit my need. 

“But I am glad you continued my name on your 
mailing list. For the past months both books have been 
a great help to me and have filled the place I desired 
for them at first. So here is my remittance for last 
year’s subscription and I will send this year’s as soon as 
I can spare the money. 

“T hope you can keep up the good material they 
have been bringing to me. Please send me the 1940 
Annual. I would appreciate the 1930 Annual or any 
back volumes. 

“Vou carry a fine line of Junior Sermon material 
each month and that has been a big help to me and is 
producing results among my young people. 

Yours in the Service, 
RW 


PS. This is one of your Dad’s old parishes. 


An international magazine of parish administration, methods of church work, practical theology, 
applied religion and all phases of minister’s work. 


Publishedfeach*month by the F. M. Barton Company, Incorporated, 414 Caxton Building, Cleveland, Ohio 


Subscription Rates: Domestic, $3.00 i 

: me: > $3.00 a year. Foreign, $3.50 a year. 
volumes, $3.50. ; Subscriptions are understood as mon * 
contrary. This is in accordance with the general 
manuscript returned unless accompanied by full retu 


Single copies, 35c. Back copies, 45c. Bound 


tinuing from year to year, unless orders are given to the 
wish of the subscribers. Manuscripts must be typed. No 
rn postage and addressed to The Expositor, East Aurora, N.Y. 
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Church Interiors 
that warm the heart! 


Gee woodwork affords a fit setting for 


inspiring devotion. It has the warmth and 


richness of the finest ecclesiastic tradition. 


Carvings from the hands of the master craftsmen 
of the American Seating Company have the uplift- 


ing beauty that imparts an atmosphere of worship. 


May we offer suggestions as to pews, chancel, 
ecclestiastic furniture or wood memorials of appro- 


priate and distinctive design? 


he small picture directly above shows the 


Bee eLareival Church af Ann Our line of graceful folding chairs is particularly 


rbor, Mich. before treatment by Ameri- adapted for church and church school uses. 
n Seating’s experts. The larger picture 
ows the truly beautiful and inspiring We invite correspondence. 


interior in this fine church today. 


eee Nitya 


Pews, Carved Memorials, Pulpitsand Sanctuary Furniture, Tables, Chairs 
and Equipment for Church Schools. Branch Offices in Principal Cities 
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Lent Begins February “¢th 


Our Palm Branch Daily 
Self-Denial Envelope No. 3 


(with daily checking spaces on the back) 
Furnishes the method for securing helpful financial resources for your church during 
the Lenten Days. 


Artistically Printed in Three Colors on Paper of Serviceable Strength for Security. 
Coin Opening Admits Nickles, Dimes, Quarters or Half Dollars. 


Capacity equivalent to 75 Dimes—Designs Keyed to Success Expectancy. 


Price: $1.50 per 100. 1000, $13.50 


New “Easter Lily” Cross 
Dollar in Dimes No. 8 


A Cutout Design in Colors—Entirely different from its long line of successful 
predecessors, this beautiful new lily design in the hands of the cooperating member of 
your church, Sunday School or Society, will secure an appreciable income for your 
Lenten financial objective. On the back is printed the Easter story. 

Size, 3 x 4 inches. Price $3.00 per hundred, including envelopes; or $2.75 without. 


Our Easter }|Lily—Golden Cross Program Folder No. 20 is a new item of 
striking beauty and impressive dignity. 


And 10 New Lenten and Easter Program Folders— Appropriate and ac- 
ceptable religious designs lithographed in soft colors, for Palm Sunday—Good Friday 
—Easter—The Lord’s Supper. 


Sample Sets Are Now Available With Our 36-Page LENTEN CATALOG Free to Ministers. 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO., 296 Broadway, Box 7, New York City 


Siva 


Our FREE CATALOG Saves 


Our Missionary Unit 
Serves Foreign Missionaries 


FOREIGN MISSIONARIES every- 
where for over 50 years have had confi- 
dence in Ward’s Missionary Unit as the 
most economical source for personal sup- 
plies and mission equipment of high 
quality. 

SECRETARIES and PURCHASING 
AGENTS of Foreign Missions find that 
our free catalog, with its 100,000 separate 
items, and our special quantity prices en- 
able them to save money for their stations. 
MISSION BOARDS can economize by 
selecting hardware, paints, plumbing 
goods, electrical supplies and_ similar 
materials from our catalog, for shipment 
abroad. 

If you wish a Montgomery Ward cata- 
log, for export use only, write, TODAY 
for a free copy. 


MONTGOMERY WARD 


‘EXPORT MISSIONARY UNIT 
CHICAGO, U.S. A. 
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EUCHARISTIC 
CANDLES and 
VESPER LIGHTS 


The fine quality of M-K Candles 


has won nation-wide popularity. 


They burn cleanly and evenly with 
a sharp, clear flame and are en- 
tirely free from offensive odors. 


The complete line of M-K Candles 
deserves your consideration—the 
M-K trade-mark will be your guar- 
antee of dependable service. 


» 


Write us today for booklet 
illustrating and describing 
the complete M-K line. 


» 


MuENCH-KREUZER 
Canb_Le Co., INc. 


Main Office & Factory, Syracuse, N. Y. 


14 No. Franklin St. Chicago, III. 
311 Commercial St. 
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Los Angeles, Cal, & 
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FOR THOSE WHO PRAY— FOR THOSE WHO DON’T 
C. IRVING BENSON, D.D. 


ENT teaches us the value of solitude and 
our need in a busy age for withdrawal 
and deep thinking. Even the Master re- 

quired quiet times. 

From the example of His 40 fasting days 
in the hills, many Christians keep the 40 days 
before Easter as a special season of discipline. 
Lent recalls us to life’s true values, teaches 
us how to appraise 
aright and in their 
proper perspective 
the glittering prizes 
which life offers. 
Glamor and glitter 
pass but the soul 
remains, man’s im- 
mortal asset. 
Think—Read—Pray 

Each of us must 
find his own discipline for Lent. In a quaint 
poem written by an interesting old country 
parson almost three hundred years ago, he 
suggested how Lent may mean a different 
discipline to different people: 

It is to fast from strife, 
From old debate, 
: and hate; 
To show a heart grief-rent, 
To starve thy sin, 
Not bin! 
And that’s to keep thy Lent. 

I suggest three things for this Lent—Make 
time each day to Think, to Read and to Pray. 
The recovery of the practice of daily prayer is 
of supreme importance to the vitality and 
witness of Christianity in this generation. It 
is not sufficiently realized that people need to 
be taught how to pray. I think that the hold- 
ing of prayer classes, just as we hold Bible 
classes, would be of great help to many peo- 
ple who have given up praying in sheer 
despair. Not a few Christians feel that they 
do not get answers, and, consequently, think 


Lent is an 
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opportunity for intensive spiritual 
training and a challenge to become spiritually fit. 
Whatever abuses and superstitions gathered round 
the Church’s fasts in bygone days, an increasing 
number of people in all the churches are learning 
the spiritual possibilities of Lent. 
Christian religion is the amazing new revelation of 
what human life means in the light of Christ. 
one can appreciate what is amazing in any sphere 
without taking time to stop and think about it 
instead of treating it casually and conventionally. 


that there is something wrong with their 
method of prayer. 


Those who received instruction from a wise 
and experienced practitioner would come to 
know God and grow in assurance of His 
presence and power —they would learn the 
value of a joyous and thankful heart and the 
worth of pure thinking and pure living. They 
would come to real- 
ize that the straight 
and narrow way of 
life is not a re- 
stricted way, but 
full of glorious satis- 
factions. 


At heart the 
No 
Practice of Prayer 

The loss of the 
habit of daily 
prayer is fatal to 
life. Even people whose conception of God 
has been dim or uncertain have recognized 
the spiritual benefits of prayer. “Who rises 
from his knees a better man, his prayer is 
answered,” said George Meredith. And Tyn- 
dall, the scientist, who made many attacks 
upon the beliefs held in his day as to the 
power of prayer said: — “It is not my habit 
of mind to think otherwise than solemnly of 
the feelings which prompt prayer. Often 
unreasonable, even contemptible, in its purer 
forms, prayer hints at disciplines which few 
of us can neglect without moral loss.” 

Let me commend a book which will meet 
the needs of many for this Lent — “Hear My 
Prayer — A Book To Help You to Pray” (Hod- 
der and Stoughton). It is an ample book, the 
work of many hands, and, incidentally, a 
marvel of cheapness. The book has been 
made to help those who have abandoned the 
practice of prayer to rediscover its value, and 
to help those who have retained prayer as 
a habit to realize more fully its privileges and 
power. Its aim has determined the form of 
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the book. It begins with testimonies to what 
men have discovered through prayer, passes 
to difficulties that may be hindering the reader 
from attaining to a like experience; and then 
to what may be learned about preparation 
and method. 


Anyone Can Learn 

God is the Centre of the world of eternal 
Reality and prayer is the soul’s discovery of 
Him leading to communion and friendship and 
the progressive adjustment of the soul to Him. 
In the celebrated dictum of Coleridge, “the 
act of praying is the very highest energy of 
which the human mind is capable.” Yet any- 
one can learn to pray —the least gifted and 
most poorly equipped soul can attain mastery 
in it; for, from first to last, simple, honest 
desire for the love and fellowship of God is 
the key of all its mysteries. 


While prayer is in one sense natural, it calls 
for the same interest and energy that we de- 
vote to learning a musical instrument or the 
game of golf. We must be prepared to give 
the time. God is waiting to give, but we must 
be made ready to receive, says Sister Eva of 
Friedenshort, and she goes on to speak of the 
grace of Quietness. Whether the time we set 
aside for quiet be a full hour of sixty minutes, 
or a shorter period, it is absolutely essential 
to spiritual growth that some time should be 
set apart and faithfully guarded every day. 
How many of us have ever spent a whole 
hour in quiet alone with God? 


Technique of Quietness 

The manner in which we pray is an individ- 
ual matter. For myself I first of all read the 
Bible — preferably the life of Christ, the Book 
of Acts or the Psalms.I also make use of a 
hymn book, which is a wonderful manual of 
devotion. I am greatly helped by a verse like 
this one of Bishop Ken’s: 


“Direct, control, suggest, this day, 
All I design, or do or say, 

That all my powers, with all their might, 
In Thy sole glory may unite.” 


I then kneel and wait. in silence. Before I 
speak, I let God speak. I wait in self-forget- 
ting silence, contemplating the presence of 
God. Then I recollect one or two attributes 
of God, but not more; that He is Love, that 
He is Spirit, that limitless spiritual forces are 
in Him and will flow out from Him to me and 
from Him through me to others. 


Next I pray, using the Lord’s Prayer as 
outline. Then I surrender the day to God that 
I may be completely at the disposal of His 
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will. Surrender is not one lifelong act but a. 
daily renewal. Finally, I wait again in pas-. 
sive silence, God speaks as well as listens. 

It is surprising how, while apparently think- 
ing our own thoughts, difficulties are cleared | 
away, problems solved, how doubt and un-. 
certainty, trouble and despondency and men-. 
tal disquiet give place to a sense of peace 
and joy. 


Use a Notebook 

“A notebook can be a real means of grace,” ' 
explains Sister Friedenshort, “as the sphere 
of our prayer life widens. We may record 
there the names of those specially committed | 
to us for intercession, and keep a column for | 
making note of answers and fulfilment. How > 
often my faith has been quickened as I have | 
turned the leaves of some old notebook, and 
found whole pages of answered prayers. It 
is a source of strength in hours of temptation, 
of spiritual weariness or severe trial. More- 
over, anything that promotes order, regularity 
and faithfulness in putting into execution what 
we have resolved in the domain of prayer is 
of untold value.” 


Canon Peter Green sets down five essential 
ingredients in prayer: (1) Worship or Adora- 
tion; (2) Confession, which should include 
not only looking back and owning what has 
been wrong, but looking forward to see what 
difficulties and temptations lie ahead, and to 
pray for help to meet them; (8) Prayer, for 
oneself, for all our bodily, mental and spiritual 
need; (4) Intercession, which should include 
prayer for those for whom a man prays every 
day, and also prayer for the special subject 
allotted to the day; and (5) Thanksgiving, 
which should be closely associated with the 
day’s Intercessions so that we fulfil the com- 
mand of the Apostle, when he says “In every- 
thing, by prayer and supplication with thanks- 


giving, let your requests be made known unto 
God.” 


Learn to Praise! 

Prayer, he says truly, will gain in value and 
in helpfulness in proportion as adoration and 
thanksgiving take a larger part in it. There 
should also be times of silence; silence at the 
beginning till we feel ourselves in the pres- 
ence of God; times of silence during prayer, 
especially when our thoughts have wandered, 
so as to recapture this sense of His presence. 

Let any man or woman who has the will 
to make something of this Lent read a section 
of this book each day and he will have by 
Easter time a possession of mind and heart 
that will richly reward his discipline. 
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THE CHURCH'S NEXT SPECIAL 
FIELD OF WORK 


CALVIN T. RYAN 


E hear that religion no longer plays 
W a noticeable part in the homes of the 
nation. We hear that the home is dis- 
appearing. Not so long ago we heard some- 
thing to the effect that the home was no 
longer necessary. Likewise, we heard that 
there was no special need of the church, since 
all the functions for which the church was 
organized could be performed and were per- 
formed better by other agencies. 

Other agencies are performing much of the 
work once done by the church, but the church 
has been instrumental in preparing those agen- 
cies. Furthermore, since when has the sole 
function of the church been an agency for 
social activities, however humanitarian? Is 
not the church also a place of worship? Can 
any organization replace that function? Be- 
tween the withdrawal of the church from the 
home and the deterioration of the home, 
which is cause and which is effect? 

Professor Nevin C. Harner says: (1) “the 
home has a profound influence on the char- 
acter of the individuals;” (2) “the home has 
a profound influence on the personality make- 
up of the individuals;” (8) “the home has a 
profound influence on the religious interests 
of individuals;” (4) “the home has a profound 
influence upon the attendance of individuals 
at the services of the church and its auxiliar- 
ies;” (5) “the home has a profound influence 
upon the home life of the next generation.” 

Professor Harner substantiates each of his 
claims, not by personal opinion alone, but by 
scientific studies. If such claims for the influ- 
ence of the home can be substantiated, then 
the church should exert greater effort to train 
the home-makers; to get into the home and 
make its power felt directly. However la- 
mentable it may be, the church, by and large, 
affects the home only remotely. Church mem- 
bers have to go to the church; rarely, except 
on special invitation, does the church come to 
the home. 

When Church Touches Home 

No one can say positively that the failure 
of the church to maintain its influence upon 
the home has caused the slipping of the home, 
but we can say positively that the two events 
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took place co-temporaneously. Positive proof 
exists that wherever the church plays a direct 
part in the home, divorces are less frequent, 
children are treated more kindly and are hap- 
pier, and the five previously quoted state- 
ments trom Professor Harner are stronger and 
more positive in their results. 

There is a need for the church to reach the 
home. In the past it did reach the home, and 
even today we have significant examples of 
its still doing so. There is no apparent reason 
for retreat. If the growing point of religion is 
in life, then the roots of religion are in the 
home. The true Christian can never be a 
defeatist, even though he must live among 
defeatists. 

Professor Ernest J. Chave, in his “Person- 
ality Development in Children,” says: “Any 
attempt to give meaning to religion and to 
inspire children to live by its faith and pre- 
cepts must be paralleled by a like program for 
their parents. Home and church must work 
together, for the former is necessarily the place 
of greater opportunity, and all the latter can 
do is to lend guidance and support.” 


When Church Fails in Homes. 

A teacher in talking with one of her pupils 
discovered that he had never been to Sunday 
school, that he knew nothing about the Bible, 
or about Jesus. That child lived within nine 
miles of a small city with seventeen churches, 
each of which was contributing to foreign 
missions. Within four miles of the same city 
another child of six had not heard about Jesus, 
knew nothing of the real meaning of Easter. 
To him it was a time when the Easter Bunny 
came. One does not have to condemn foreign 
missions when he finds such cases as these 
and then says there is a field of work at home 
as well. 

Dr. Erwin Wexberg, especially known for 
his work in the New Orleans Institute for 
Child Guidance, speaks of the mother as the 
child’s first partner in life; thus she becomes 
“his model of the world as a whole.” Like 
mother; like child. But mothers are often un- 
certain about the religious training of their 
children. This is true of mothers in all social 
and economic strata. Here is one mother who 
has no interest in religion; therefore she has 
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nothing to give her child. Here is another, how- 
ever, who does have respect for religion, for 
her church; yet we find that she is not always 
certain about how to transfer her beliefs to the 
child. Here is a case where the church, espe- 
cially through the minister, should be able to 
help. 

Modern young people are much more will- 
ing to learn the scientific facts of life than 
their parents were. They want to know how 
to prepare themselves for a happy home-life, 
even for parenthood. Their enrollment in such 
courses is proof of that. The Home Economics 
Department of colleges offers a course in Child 
Care. So does the same department in the 
many high schools. Some colleges offer a 
course in Marriage, and the enrollment is 
large. Yes, young people do want to know the 
facts of making a happy home, of being pre- 
pared for parenthood. There is no point to the 
ironic remark that while colleges were offering 
undergraduate courses in marriage, the uni- 
versities were offering graduate courses in 
divorce. 


Religious Education For Home 


Obviously the approach which teachers in 
a state supported institution can make to 
many subjects is predetermined by curious 
quirks of legislative imagination. It is patent 
that the emphasis made by the professor in 
the course in Marriage in our college was not 
religious. Such teachers have to act as though 
they believed a yawning chasm separated 
education in school and college from what 
has been designated Religious Education. 
Granted our forefathers were wise in sep- 
arating Church and State, I doubt they ever 
meant us to separate the State from God. 


There should be a place in the educational 
program of every church for religion in the 
home, in the rearing of children; in short, a 
place where the parents may have their relig- 
ious training supplemented. Religion in the 
home should not be confined to family prayers 
or Bible reading. Religious Education has 
been freed from its narrowness of simply 
something taught, something learned, some- 
thing poured in. The Christian religion is a 
teacher-learner religion. The word teacher 
was applied to Jesus many times. He spoke 
of teaching more than he spoke of preaching. 
Teaching is the guidance of learning, and the 
curriculum is the total environment of the 
learner. 


The Minister and the Home 


With the belief in total bodily activity, 
rather than the older belief of complete sep- 
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aration of body, mind, and soul, the minister 
who is a pastor to his flock, who can do some- 
thing besides preach sermons, must be trained 
in the psychology of personality development. 
He must know something of the healing side 
of religion. The Salvation Army and the 
Chamber of Commerce may look after the 
poor and the needy, and the Girl Reserves 
may play Santa Claus to all the underpriv- 
ileged children, the city hospital may care 
for the sick, but the minister still has work to 
do. It may be that his release from that type 
of work is a blessing to himself as well as to 
those involved. This is an age of preventative 
medicine. The minister can now be on the 
lookout for incipient disorders. 

The present writer has never become recon- 
ciled to his pastor’s not calling except upon. 
invitation, or in case of illness in the home. 
The home of my boyhood was frequented 
often by our preacher. All of us were taught 
to respect “the man of God.” But not so now. 
Our ministers must be good scouts, play golf, 
attend softball games, join the service clubs, 
pinch-hit for the absent speaker at the Cham- 
ber of Commerce luncheon. He has become: 
“a man about town.” Perhaps the majority off 
people do not want the minister to become ai 
familiar personage in their homes. It may be: 
they prefer to have him mingle with the “meni 
of affairs.” | gave only my preference. 

Just what the minister should change in his 
daily routine, I shall not prescribe. But if his 
church and my home are going to co-operate, 
he should know more about my home life. He 
should be among my most intimate friends. 
He represents the church, and it will be 
through his leadership that the church will 
begin its more active campaign to work with: 
the home. 


The Youths of the Home 


Here and there churches have made special 
provision for social activities for their young 
people. The recreational program of a church! 
is not to be condemned. Play is significant im 
the Christian’s life. One who can not carry his 
religion into his play-life is simply playing 
with religion. The churches of this college 
town complain because the college students 
are too busy with college activities to take a 
very active part in church affairs. Perhaps 
college students do not always put first things 
first, but the college authorities feel a certaim 
responsibility for the general life of those whc 
come here. They make an effort to suppl 
wholesome recreation and to keep down th 
more unwholesome. On one occasion, in ar 
effort to co-operate with the churches, oné 
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ight a week was set aside for the churches. 
he college agreed not to schedule any activi- 
es on “Church Night.” But the plan fell 
wrough. College authorities discovered that 
1e church was not providing for all “Church 
lights.” 

The church can encourage more nights out, 
nd however worthy the intentions, or how- 
ver good the activity planned, it can thereby 
ster an unfavorable attitude already too 
revalent in modern life. The church should 
ncourage more home life. It should show 
oys and girls not alone how to be happy at 
ome, but also a certain sense of duty in be- 
1g there. This can be done only with co- 
peration of the parents. 

Although I have stressed what the church 
10uld do to reach the home, and what it 
‘ight accomplish by reaching the home, the 
ome should play a part in this co-operative 
nterprise. Nor am I unmindful of the diffi- 
ulty which many pastors would have in try- 
ig to get into some of their parishioners’ 
omes. I know they would be unwelcome at 
rst, perhaps be accused of being too solici- 
us in affairs which ostensibly did not con- 
2m them. But such homes are more than 
kely parented by offsprings of homes where 
ligion and the church played no part. 

Not all ministers have suitable training, or 
1e personality to do the work required. If 


the church is to attack this field with anything 
like concerted, scientific effort, such men must 
be selected and trained. 


The Harvest Is Ripe 


Whatever is to be done, or wherever we 
should begin, the harvest is ripe in this par- 
ticular field. It is one of the big opportunities 
which the church can not afford to miss. Peo- 
ple are happier and are more content when- 
ever they have some center to cling to. In 
totalitarian countries each individual belongs 
to the state. His personal desires do not count. 
But in a democracy both the individual and 
the family unit have liberty of thought and 
action. They do not belong to the state, ex- 
cept very remotely and for governmental pur- 
poses. In a real sense they belong to nothing. 
A man’s church ties give him a center, a 
something to which he may feel he belongs, 
and something which cares specifically for 
him. 

Thus the church gives him a more whole- 
some attitude toward all of life. Co-operation 
between home and church must come, for 
both the home and the church need the benef- 
icient results which the co-operation would 
develop. The home, the church, the school — 
these determine not alone tomorrow’s home, 
church, and school, but tomorrow’s citizens as 
well. 


A PREACHER MOVES —HIS BOOKS 


ERED. SMITH 


OT long since I did an infrequent 
Ni thing. I moved—my books. The 


moving was of an unusual nature. 
leek by week, day by day I find myself 
der the necessity of disturbing some one or 
her of my books. But the moving which 
as completed then was of a_ totalitarian 
:ture. Not one remained undisturbed. All 
id to go in this moving. It was part of the 
perience of moving from one house into 
other. In this particular case, however, the 
perience had a tang and a tangency of its 
yn to which I found myself surrendering 
tally. In past movings the experience was 
rgely a deputied experience. The mover 
me to the assembled mass, and did the rest, 
hile we did the best with an emotional 
perience of parting from those we had 
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served through the years. But this experience 
was not cluttered up with emotional con- 
comitants of this nature at all. We were 
merely moving from one part of our parish to 
another. There was no element of suffer- 
ing at all. And I undertook the moving of my 
books in person. I found it a back-breaking 
experience affinitied to an occasional heart 
throbbing tremor that seemed to have a sen- 
timental genesis which I found both inter- 
esting and informational. Now that my books 
are once more aligned in a classified way I 
can look back retrospectively on the unusual 
experience and ask what it all meant. 

Things that I looked not for happened to 
me in the moving. The physical exhaustion 
of it I need not stay upon. It was the mental 
enlightenment that interested me. I found 
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that I had more books than I knew about. 
My back was eloquent of that fact. But my 
heart aligned itself to the faith of the matter. 
I was moving more than books — and less. 
It all depended on what my arms were encir- 
cling. In fact, in moving one particular pile, 
my mate suggested that perhaps a little fire 
would not be out of place. Once I had con- 
sulted a second-hand book store with regard 
to the disposition of some of the has-beens. 
But I found that they had a better worth for 
memory than in money. And the books are 
here in the new environment unsold and un- 
burned! I cannot be unkind to my books. 
For they are other than books to me. 


One night, a friend spoke the sum of my 
feelings in this matter when we were visiting 
together in his library. In a voice cadenced 
to that of a lover’s he spoke of his books as 
his friends. Libraries are held together by 
sentiment, not sense. When I am dead, much 
of what I moved last week will be counted as 
debris. So mote it be. I shall not see the 
burning, I shall not see the junk man take 
the stuff. But for a while longer there will 
be a resting place for dust on the shelves of 
my library. For to me this “stuff” is “the stuff” 
of which dreams were made. A library is the 
sum of a man’s findings and his faith. To the 
discerning eye (in my case) it will also tell 
of the stringency of one’s finances. For mem- 
ory’s sake I carried many books to my car and 
out again last week. It was a labor of love. 
Dreams and dares of the long ago were there. 
I now see that some were lights that pointed 
to the heights; some were streams that ran 
into the desert. And some were gifts of 
friends who thought to do me good. They 
would guide my faith in the proper way. And 
they all went into the waiting car. The burn- 
ing I will leave to other hands. It is so small 
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: 
a thing to preserve a memory. Perhaps th: 
is to have an attic mind rather than an Atti 
mind! I frankly aspire to both. 


But over and above both I would have ak 
aspirational one. A mind that grows ani 
outgrows. And that means much for a library 
In the moving of my books I gathered up th’ 
hopes and faiths that once were mine. Inte® 
pretations were there of this and that fron 
which I have moved. Some I have followes 
through the years with deepening interest ans 
insight. New interests have come in. Th 
years have proved what was a passing fad 
against a lasting faith. The amount of du: 
that I banged from one book as against an 
other gave indication of this contrast. In th 
realm of the philosophical and the exegetics 
much dust flew. But not so much in th 
poetry section. The section devoted to art ani 
esthetics were almost dustless. I found tha 
the dust that arose from the moving of book 
of devotion varied. To particularize in detai 
would take too much space. Economics he 
suffered quite a change in terminology, to sa 
the least. 

In the general mix-up theologians new an 
old; philosophers ancient and modern; artist 
medieval and modernistic; poets classical an 
imagistic; biographers and _ psychographer 
jostled each other side by side as they neve 
did or could in life. Atheist and believe: 
agnostic and sceptic became neighbors. Th 
fellowships that might have been! The fe 
lowships that never were! 


And now all the books are once again i 
their classified places. In a way that I ha 
not thought of I was a totalitarian for a weel 
And I found myself saying that it takes 
multitude of books and a millenium of tim 
to make a preacher a worthwhile voice for h 
day and generation. 


BULLETIN BOARD SLOGANS 


Sin deceives, then defiles, then deadens. 


If you clasp it close you can’t see the face 
of sin. 


Good ends are not reached by evil means. 


Skepticism about the Bible is ignorance 
OL At, 


There are few eloquent advocates of athe- 
ism. 
Free thinking often implies none. 
Infidelity gives nothing in return. 
If the eyes are closed why seek the light? 
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Exploded theories always make the mo 
noise. 


The job is to catch fish, not to cultivat 
them. 


You can’t touch a friend’s heart with an 
thing less than your own. 

People can’t repeat what you don’t say. 

The most willing to give advice is often # 
least willing to take it. 

If your back yard is not clean don’t ta 
about your neighbors’. 

Barking dogs alter no truth. 


The Exposit 


THE RURAL CHURCH 


GEORGE 


night a mixture of snow, rain and sleet 

has been falling. The roads from the 
mountains and ridges, leading from the homes 
and farms to the paved highway, where the 
country church stands, have become muddy 
and slippery. One is 
inclined to stay indoors 
and not much induce- 
ment is necessary to 
keep one from attend- 
ing the morning wor- 
ship in the little church 
on the hill. Times have 
changed so much. The 
church is not nearly as 
interesting today as in 
days gone by. But 
presently, the church 
bell is heard bidding 
the worshipper to 
come to the church for the hour of worship. 
By the time the last sound of the bell has 
died out four worshippers have braved the 
roads and the weather and are present for the 
morning service and the rest have not come. 
Why? 

Is it the weather that has kept them away 

tom church? Is it the lack of interest within 
he church? Or are there perhaps other rea- 
sons which make it so difficult for many of 
he small rural churches to ‘keep going’ and 
‘ender a worth-while service to the com- 
nunity? 
- The problem of the rural church may be the 
sroblem of the minister, but might not the 
sroblem of the rural minister be that of the 
ural church or rather charge, and perhaps 
Wl of rural lifeP In an area where there is a 
yredominance of denominations which require 
heir clergy to be college and theological sem- 
nary trained, the problem of the rural church 
ught not to be that of an ill-prepared and 
nadequate ministry. 

There are an overwhelmingly large number 
f rural churches united into three or four or 
ive point charges, all charges being under 
he supervision and ministry of one pastor. 
‘his means that the pastor must be extensive 
n his work instead of intensive. It is an im- 
ossibility to concentrate upon the work of 
ny one: congregation without neglecting the 


[' is a cold, inclement Sunday morning. All 


Rural Church made by 


my life in rural areas. 


‘ebruary, 1940 


Ours word picture of the RURAL CHURCH is 


the outgrowth of my reactions to statements on the 


Expositor, August, 1939. 


The exchange of letters has been a real pleasure 
to me, and reading Tur Expositor is a source of 
joy as well as help in my Church work. 


George 


E. HERBERT 


y 


work of some of the others in the charge. The 
result is lack of interest in the work of the 
rural church except in the few cases where 
there is adequate lay leadership. The rural 
minister must be too extensive in his work and 
no amount of preparation or zeal can com- 
pensate for this disad- 
vantage. The problem 
of the rural minister is 


Margery Toalson, in Tue the rural charge is 
> 
much more accurate 
I am pastor of a Rural charge of four Churches, = ieee 
forty mules from the nearest urban center. I have than the problem of 
been in the ministry two and a half years, after the rural church or 
graduating from Ursinus College, and the Theologi- a ‘ : 
cal Serminary of the Reformed Church. I have lived epee is the min 
ISTEL. 


Not only must the 
rural minister be too 
extensive in his work 
to arouse great inter- 
est in any one church, 
but he must contend 
constantly with the close family relationship 
of the membership of many of the small rural 
churches. The family relationship ought to 
be a good basis upon which to build a church, 
but family jealousies will show themselves in 
the work of the small church. If it were pos- 
sible for the rural minister to spend more 
time with such groups it would be possible 
to get them to rise above themselves and for- 
get their differences at least in the work of 
the church. Family churches are perhaps not 
the most ideal though there is no reason why 
they might not be. Though they are small 
they serve a purpose and cannot be closed 
arbitrarily because they are small. 

The financial problem of many rural 
churches is one that cannot be minimized. 
Many are poorly equipped and the members 
know it, but they lack the financial resources 
to make the change. Many know that they 
would be better served if they could ‘afford’ 
a full time pastor or if even they could sup- 
port him in conjunction with just one other 
congregation. But their resources deny them 
this privilege. On the other hand, in many 
cases the members have not been trained to 
give. Such training is a long tedious process. 

But in a larger sense the problem of the 
rural church goes deeper than this. It is co- 
extensive with all of rural life, to which some- 
thing definite has been happening over a 


Continued on page 99 


Cordially yours, 
FE. Herbert, Blain, Pa. 
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The oe ditors Columns 


An Early Easter 
| SH Wednesday this year is Feb. 7th. 


That is very early in the calendar year. 

In fact, Easter will be March 24th, 

and that is the earliest it will come until after 
2005. 


Easter is the most glorious festival of the 
Christian Church. Yet its date is the most 
confusing part of the entire Church Year. 
When the date was finally set as we have it 
now, the See of Alexandria, being a learned 
See, was entrusted with the duty of determin- 
ing the date of Easter each year and publish- 
ing that date. The basis on which a deter- 
mination was made, and still is made, is that 
Easter shall be the first Sunday after the first 
full moon, after the Vernal Equinox. Why 
should this be? Simply because the Jewish 
year was a lunar one, and because the Pass- 
over was so determined. 


This procedure gives us the possibility of 
having Easter on any date between March 
22nd and April 25th inclusive. This year we 
will have Easter on March 24th, and were 
it not a leap year it would be March 23rd. 
In 1943 we will have Easter on April 25th, 
the latest possible date. Thus almost the ex- 
treme limits will be reached in three years. 
It is all very confusing and it seems so un- 
necessary. 


There are two ways in which this change 
and confusion could be avoided. The most 
promising one is the proposed thirteen month 
calendar with fixed festivals and holidays. Were 
that adopted, and there seems no sound rea- 
son why it should not be adopted, Easter 
would be a specific Sunday year after year. 
The other way would be an agreement among 
Christendom whereby a date were set; but 
this seems not possible to realize. 


A mere custom or method regarding the 
determination of a date or day should not 
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confuse. the primary significance of Easter? 
which is, “HE IS RISEN!” And with that 
tremendous fact should be this: “Because ] 
live ye shall live also.”"—W. R. S. 


Speaking Pipes 


It really is a fine little organ in a lovely 
little church, trim of console line, gentle anc 
harmonious of voice, boasting Swell, Great 
and Choir manuals and a pedal-bass built with 
reasonable thought for the width of a mascu- 
line brogan. The bank of stops is sufficient 
and with the four automatically set  stop- 
combinations, the foot pedal for couplings anc 
the pedal controlled Great Organ, makes 
available the very maximum permitted by its 
limited sets of pipes. 


So many years have flashed by since I have 
indulged a music-loving soul in organ-obliter- 
ated hours that memories welled up, mem- 
ories of more youthful hours at the console ir 
the home church, the vested choir, the 
younger brother at the pump-handle wher 
the use of the organ was offered me. 


Before one may call upon the possibilities 
of any field, hopeful of honest, generous re 
sponse, those possibilities must be reckonec 
with, investigated, wooed. Nor was I lef 
long to my limited ingenuity of exploratior 
for as I sat one day studying stops and com 
binations, he whose German-trained finger: 
are far more able than average, walked in. We 
played a while and then he went through th« 
entire bank of stops and couplers and showec 
me, how, with only several sets of pipes, bi 
low and high octave couplings, by the use 0 
“fifths” and combinations, more effects thar 
seemed possible were secured on few pipes. 


In broken English he said, “But diss iss al 
not honest. I push diss four foot Flute — z 
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on de Great Organ. It iss a nize done, but 
e, I bush down C on de Swell Organ — zo, 
is de same pipe speaking as when I bush 
wn diss C on de Great Organ. An diss stop 
es de very same pipes on “fifths.” Zo — de 
hole organ! It iss always the same pipes 
eaking.” 
And so it was. But still, if limited in reach. 
remains a good little organ, soon to be en- 
inced by several additional sets of pipes and 
have found joy in renewing acquaintance 
ith long neglected, friendly writers of organ 
usic and, D. V., shall continue to do so just 
that organ shall call to mind those occa- 
mal homiletical organs heard now and then. 
Oo matter what text-stops or theme-combina- 
ms are selected, the same pipes speak their 
miliar note and for the folks in the pew, 
out whom we do well to think maybe more 
an we do, monotony is monotony whether it 
» limitation of speaking pipes in the organ 
_ pet homiletical foibles of the preacher. 
ariety is essential whether it issue from the 
gan loft or the pulpit. 


~ 


id-Winter Coasting 


Two feet of snow on the level. Pines of a 
zen varieties looking like nothing so much 
_ huge, virgin-white ostrich plumes. The 
wn, overnight, had been touched with the 
‘ush of some fairyland artist. It was a pic- 
re of delight to gladden the heart even of 
1e whose mind turns yearningly toward the 
ley of the Rio Grande, comes the first frost. 
So some days back we drove a dozen miles 
ong a narrow snow-walled canyon, thrown 
i; motorized snow-plows where the main 
unty-roads lay buried under the feathery 
ite blanket, and found ourselves at Chest- 
t Ridge Park where cars innumerable were 
rked and policed, cars whose owners were 
nt on the winter sports of ski-ing and tobog- 
ning there among the glorious hills. 

Three sturdy steel-trussed, toboggan slides, 
od silhouetted against the leaden, snow- 
cked sky beyond the top of the hill. To- 
ggans and sleds of every size and descrip- 
n were in use by thousands who had gath- 
d there from miles around. There was the 
ish of another toboggan, loaded to capacity 
th laughing, yelling enthusiasts, as it sped 
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rapidly to the bottom of the slide and scooted 
on down the hill and out onto the distant 
flat where, were you able to keep your eye on 
them, they appeared mere dots on the snow. 

Then came the long trek back, upgrade, 
and the long wait in the long line of shouting, 
boisterous coasters which backed away down 
the hill from the stairs leading to the plat- 
form atop the slide from which toboggans, 
full, were leaving, accompanied by the jingle 
of bells and the noise and laughter of the 
occupants, with unbelievable frequency. It 
was a picture. 

To the south of the slides, the hillside, 
clear to the woods away beyond, was dotted 
with skiers of skill varying from the young- 
ster who didn’t quite have what it took and 
who, as the tip of the skis would barely start 
over the top of the slope, would sit down and 
scream, to the chap whose wind-breaker was 
covered with red and blue ribbons, tokens of 
officially acknowledged ability to handle skis. 

But here on the ski hill, broad though it 
was, the snow was packed down and given a 
glaze and slipperiness hardly desirable to that 
skier who is less anxious to have his skis slip 
off laterally than straight ahead. There must 
be “purchase” for the groove along the bottom 
of the ski, else its direction is of all things 
most uncertain and its intentions not wholly 
dissimilar in kind from those of a bucking 
bronco. 

But they were enjoying it and who were 
we, mere spectators, not to enjoy their antics 
on the slippery, well-packed snow, antics 
which varied from sudden and efficient down- 
sittings which lacked in the spectacular to 
weird, gyroscopic balancing acts which invari- 
ably preceded what appeared from the hill- 
top to be attempts to fall in not less than six 
different directions at once. 

And there on that hillside at Chestnut 
Ridge, should you care to drop in on the 
place, come a nice snow, you can see the 
world of Nations, of Christianity, of pastor 
and people, beaten hard and smooth by the 
careless, indifferent, unconcerned, happen- 
stance coastings of our generation. Lacking a 
clearly defined course to run, lacking pur- 
chase for the grooves of faith which only can 
insure the direction of our skis of salvation, 
is it to be wondered at that we appear to 
many to be getting nowhere fast? yew 


Page 67 


CHURCH METH Ou 


A Pastor’s Clinic 

Clinical psychology studies an individual 
in order to suggest ways of improving his 
adjustments. A pastor’s clinic is a psycho- 
logical study of a minister’s personality, habits, 
program of work, problems, and actual effect 
on people, with the purpose of suggesting 
dangers to be corrected and new methods to 
be adopted. 

There was a time when many pastors as- 
sumed that they could learn enough theology 
in a three-year course to last a life-time. Now 
they are realizing that theological education 
is a life-long process. Even more true is it 
that personal fitness for the ministry is not 
something once acquired for all, but that 
maintaining personal fitness is an endless proc- 
ess of readjustment. 

The distinctive habits which characterize a 
minister seldom develop until after several 
years of pastoral work. Then certain stereo- 
typed gestures, endlessly repeated, and dis- 
pleasing grunts, pauses and inflections of the 
voice begin to emerge out of experimental 
forms of expression. Likewise certain habits 
relating to social or organizational life appear 
which have a bad effect, habits which some- 
how miss the notice of the helpful wife-critic. 

All of this should make vividly clear that 
the art of pastoral work is not something 
which can be entirely learned in advance. 
Instead there is need for constant check-up and 
revision. This is particularly needed after the 
first few years in the ministry, while habits 
are just taking form and before they become 
too hardened and difficult to correct. 


Any good psychologist could be of some 
service for such a clinical examination. For 
that matter, so might a church councilman, 
but it is dangerous to go to him for criticism. 
Many a pastor would find it of measureless 
value to consult a competent instructor of 
vocal music or of public speaking for criticism 
of his preaching. But there are many other 
techniques which need study, other than 
preaching, so that varied types of examina- 
tions need to be made, varying somewhat 
with circumstances. The great danger is that 
a pastor will think himself competent to crit- 
icize himself. Actually we can never see 
ourselves as others see us, and even the finest 
ministers are criticized or even laughed at by 
their parishioners at times, perhaps even by 
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their Sunday School children. For this reason 
an objective clinic is advisable, which will 
show a pastor not how he “feels to himself” 
but how he “looks to others.” At least once 
in a life-time this might well be a thorough 
psychological X-ray, including a voice record-. 
ing, personality examination, determination of 
actual social response, and perhaps moving; 
picture. All of this could be carried out with) 
very little expense, and without the knowledge: 
of it coming to either parishioners or other pas- 
tors. Such a procedure might well not only: 
save many a pastor his position in a church 
but also make his ministry far more happy 
and effective. Often those who would least 
seriously consider carrying out this suggestion: 
are those who most badly stand in need of it. 

Any request for information along this line 
will be carefully dealt with and will be held 
in absolute confidence. — The Psychologicas 
Bulletin of the Bureau of Church Research. 
Carthage College, George B. Arbaugh, B.D. 
Ph.D., Director. 


Dining Room Service 

I have very often heard ministers say 
that if you needed anything for the churel 
and did not know exactly where to obtain it 
that the best thing to do was to write to The 
Expositor. 

Being a subscriber to your magazine, - 
wish to take advantage of this service. 

I would like to know just where to buy 
large serving trays for the dining room, 4 
size large enough to hold four plates. Also 
I would like to know where to buy linen by 
the yard. This is to be used to make table 
cloths and must be fifty inches wide, at least 

The women of my church have triec 
nearly all the stores in the nearby cities anc 
have been unable to obtain these articles, anc 
at the last resort have come to me, and nov 
I in turn seek your aid. 

Thanking you for your cooperation, 

I remain 
Joun A. OLSCHEWSKE, 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Attica, New York. 


L 


Paying Off Church Debts 


No pastor ever completely escapes th 
problems and worries of Church debt. H 


The Exposito 


ows too that it’s not possible to raise ade- 
1ate funds simply by asking for it. 


In an effort to acquire money for building, 
pansion, salaries, and all the expenses of 
hurch operation, congregations have em- 
oyed nearly all imaginable techniques — 
me of them, unfortunately, scarcely as ethic- 
as they ought to be. 


A Lutheran Church in Brooklyn has evolved 
plan which promises to be completely suc- 
ssful. The pastor, Rev. Dr. Herbert T. 
eiskotten of the Lutheran Church of the 
sdeemer, recently determined to lop off 
10,000 of his Church’s debt. With a few 
ys of the campaign remaining he announced 
at the goal was within easy reach. 


The plan for raising the fund: 

Parishioners were invited to pledge 
at least $250 each, payable in monthly 
installments over a three year period. 

For its part the Church must insure 
the lender for a proportionate sum, 
pay the premiums for twenty years, 
then cash in the policy and give the 
lender the proceeds, which will exactly 
equal his original loan. 

If the lender dies before 1959 his 
heirs will get even more. For example: 
a 85 year old parishioner pledges 
$1,000. The Church then insures him 
for $1,650, the amount necessary to 
give the policy a cash value of $1,000 
in twenty years. If he lives until then, 
the contributor will get the $1,000; if 
not, $1,650 will go to his heirs. 


Despite the cost of the premiums, the 
wurch will profit by $45,000 if the fund is 
ised because $50,000 of its debt will be 
ped out and $40,000 in interest which 
yuld have to be paid over the twenty year 
riod. That is $90,000 against a premium 
st of $45,000. 


The campaign was conducted by the 
urch Financing Bureau under the direction 
Robert Minor and Harold Wilson. 
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angelism 

Under the title, “Distributing the Task,” 
y L. Smith, pastor First M. E. Church, 
s Angeles, outlines a plan for enlisting 600 
w members in eight months. The Men’s 
ib set its goal at 100. This plan will hold 
sgestions for any pastor who is energetic 
gugh to initiate a membership campaign 
ring the. Lenten season. 


bruary, 1940 


Distributing the Task 

The Men’s Club of First Church has set 
the pace for all the other organizations in 
setting as its goal the finding of one hundred 
new members for First Church during the 
season from November Ist to Conference time. 

This writer has not had any opportunity to 
go before the organizations and present the 
plan, but he is using this column to offer a 
challenge to the various classes and depart- 
ments of the church school, the Woman’s Aid 
Society, and similar groups. 

Suppose we set out to enlist six hundred 
new members in the next eight months! In 
view of the opportunities that lie before us 
this is not an unreasonable expectation. 

The Men’s Club has voted to assume the 
responsibility for finding one hundred. The 
pastors will assume the responsibility of the 
next one hundred. Four hundred for the rest 
of the church ought not to be an impossible 
goal. 

Suppose we set up quotas on some such 
basis as the following schedule. The Woman’s 
Aid, 100; Kappa Betas 25; College Depart- 
ment 20; Fellowship Class 20; Tower Class 
20; High School Department, and below, 70; 
Young Married People’s Class 20; Knights and 
A. F. J.’s 25; Woman’s Bible Class 20; J. O. 
C. 50; Alpha Tau Deltas 25. If these groups 
will accept such a quota and go out to bring 
the people in, we would make the goal. 

Any church that does not set out to bring 
in the people will soon find that it has lost its 
own life. Nothing will do more to stop the 
spirit of petty criticism within a church than 
when all are united in a great and significant 
movement in behalf of the church. We get 
into sin when we get out of service. 

The responsibility for recruiting members 
is not the task of the preachers, alone. It is 
equally the responsibility of the people. The 
most successful churches in America are those 
in which the membership of the churches are 
most active in the field of evangelism. 

There is not, probably, a member in First 
Church who does not know at least one per- 
son who ought, by all rights, to be a member 
of this church. It is not a matter of convinc- 
ing them of the great Christian doctrines, but 
a question of extending a cordial and urgent 
invitation to join. 

In one small community just outside of Los 
Angeles a survey was made and it was dis- 
covered that 646 people declared they were 
Methodists in interests and sympathy, but 
they had never united with the Methodist 
church in that community. And this was more 
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than there were on the membership rolls of 
the Methodist church in that community. 


At one time it was declared that there were 
one hundred thousand Methodists in Los 
Angeles county who had never affiliated with 
any Methodist church in the county. This 
means that thousands of them are lost to the 
church entirely. 


We are endeavoring to make the evening 
services evangelistic in the best form possible. 
The Commission on Evangelism is making a 
strong emphasis on the matter of evangelism 
throughout the conference, and the Methodist 
Men of the conference are taking the matter 
seriously. 


If this church, with its vast membership, 
would accept this responsibility seriously we 
could shake this town before the winter is 
over. If even one thousand people would 
make evangelism their personal responsibility, 
for one year, we would have such a revival 
as we have not known in many years. 


Beginning next Sunday we are going to 
make an enrollment of several congregations, 
to discover those who are interested in uniting 
with the church. These cards will be turned 
over to those to whom they seem to be most 
logically assigned. In various ways we will 
undertake to discover who and where our 
prospects are. If each society will do some- 
thing similar we will begin to gather mo- 
mentum. 


This writer knows one department of the 
church school in which there are at least 
seven young people who are active in the 
department, but who have never joined the 
church. It is probably true that every Sunday 
School class has such members and workers. 
These are our first opportunity. 


It is not, of course, our aim to simply 
build up a great number of members. If a 
church does not train and instruct the people 
who come into its membership very little has 
been gained. But the responsibility for such 
training rests squarely on the shoulders of the 
pastors and the officers of the church school. 


It has been at least three years since First 
Church made a determined and a consistent 
effort in this direction. We have lost some 
opportunities, of course, but that does not 
suggest that this is not the time to try to 
recover some lost ground. 


I am offering this challenge to every class, 
society, and department in the church. Per- 
haps the organization is not listed in the 
schedule I have published above. I have tried 
to avoid duplications. But I would like to 
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know the willingness of the people to assis: 
in this great cause. 

The challenge is offered to the Board oi 
Trustees, the Official Board, the Missionary 
societies, and every other organized group, 
We will find a way to credit them with thei: 
achievements in a method that will be entire: 
ly satisfactory. 

There never was a time when men were 
so badly in need of the message of the churchi 
the comfort of its services, a knowledge of it: 
great convictions, and access to the power il 
declares is available as now. Never was there 
such good reason for evangelism, and neve: 
was the responsibility more squarely resting 
on the shoulders of laymen. 

If one thousand folk of First Church woule 
agree to make an honest effort to win at leas: 
one person to Christ and the church befor: 
the year is over it would bring the greates: 
year we have ever known. 


First Church, it is up to you. 


y 


Tracts 

Tracts are still effective messengers of th: 
Gospel, entering silently where personal call 
and preaching do not reach. Let us not neg 
lect them. This testimony from one activ’ 
Church is refreshing— 


This Is Evangelism 


One of the members of the Official Boar: 
was riding with the pastor a few days agi 
and reaching into his pocket said, “Do yo: 
see these?” He held a bundle of tracts puk 
lished by the First Church Pulpit. “I carr 
these in my pocket all the time and when 
go into a business office I leave one on th 
desk of the man I am calling on. I have pu 
out a lot of them this way.” 

A woman in First Church whose husban 
is unemployed, gets a bundle of the booklet 
and sermons from time to time and send 
them broadcast. One sermon, she says, wet 
through twelve states and was read by n 
less than thirty people, before it was wor 
out. She says she has put out at least tw 
hundred sermons in this fashion. Being w 
able to give money to the church, she is abl 
to distribute literature. 

Another report comes to us of a mime 
graphed sermon that fell, by accident, int 
the hands of a man whose religious interes 
had almost completely disappeared. By rea¢ 
ing that one sermon this man caught a ne 
glimpse, and went back to his church an 
took up his tasks again. 


The Exposit 


This is evangelism, in the finest sense of 

he word. 

y 
zenten Devotional Services For High 
school Pupils 

We were talking about ways in which to 
ielp High School pupils worship during Lent. 
\fter much discussion, we called together the 
eaders of our various youth groups and sug- 
sested to them the idea of having a series of 
norning worship services for youth on the 
vay to school. After the idea was submitted, 
ve ministers retired from the room so that the 
oung people might discuss the matter freely. 
“hey did, and called us back, and requested 
ur help in arranging the series. 

A service lasting half an hour was arranged 
or each Wednesday during Lent. Each of 
he youth groups were responsible for one 
ervice, arranging the program, music, etc. 
. card of invitation like this was distributed 


to all participating groups by the young 
people. 


The services started at 7:40 a.m., and the 
attendance gradually increased until nearly 
300 were attending toward the end of the 
seven week period. 


The services were based on seven great 
religious paintings—“The Light of the World,” 
“The Rich Young Ruler,” “The Presence,” 
“The Last Supper,” “Jesus in Gethsemane,” 
“Christ before Pilate,” and “The Crucifixion.” 
Appropriate hymns and Scripture lessons were 
chosen, and the Minister gave a five minute 
talk. All the rest was done by the young 
people themselves. 


As well as enriching the lives of those who 
attended, the services did much to promote 
Church unity, and attracted attention in the 
community.—Gordon W. Mattice, Rochester, 
New York. 


Arnett at Wellington 


This is Your Invitation to Attend 


The Youth Lenten Devotional Services 


Sponsored by the Protestant High School Youth of South 
West Rochester. 


TO BE HELD IN WESTMINSTER CHURCH, 
7:40 A. M. to 8:10 Sharp 


Thursday, February 23rd., and Each Wednesday in March, Concluding 
on April 5th. 


The Services Will Be Conducted By The Youth Groups of 


GENESEE BAPTIST, WEST AVENUE METHODIST, EMMANUEL LUTHERAN, 
TRINITY METHODIST, ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL, EMMANUEL PRESBYTER- 
IAN, CALVARY BAPTIST, AND WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN. 


Come and Bring Your Friends — All High School Students Welcome 


‘orld Day of Prayer, February 9. 

The World Day of Prayer is to be observed 
ebruary 9. There will be services in hun- 
reds of towns and communities with most 
hurches uniting in the observance. “In quiet- 
ess and in confidence shall be your strength” 
Isaiah 30) is the theme for the World Day 
E Prayer this year. This day will no doubt 
ury a stronger appeal than ever before, due 
y unsettled world conditions. 

Remember, too, that the thinking majority 
. every country desires to live at peace with 
ne another. 


ebruary, 1940 


Communion Invitation 


Better social order will never come until 
better individuals rise to establish it. More 
humility before God, more faith in His pro- 
gram for our lives, more earnest prayer for 
all sorts and conditions of men, more faithful 
use of the God-given Means of Grace, more 
self-sacrifice for the sake of Kingdom goals, 
more souls truly won for Christ and His 
Church—these are a few of the factors which 
will make the year 1940 better than any year 
in those “terrible thirties.” How better can 
we set out on the way before us than by be- 
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ing in our places Sunday Morning to receive 
the Body and Blood of our Lord, for the for- 
giveness of our sins, for our growth in grace, 
for our increase in faith, for our patience 
under suffering, and for the blessed hope of 
an everlasting life! Will you begin the new 
year by receiving Holy Communion? We sin- 
cerely hope you will, for your own sake and 
also for the good of all mankind.—Paul Wag- 
ner Roth. 
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Editorials in the Church Bulletin 


Editorial writing of inspirational value still 
holds its place as a gift of genius, but it is an 
art that can be acquired through diligent 
study and practice. This editorial, written by 
Clarence E. Macartney for his fall “First 
Church Bulletin,’ a quarterly mailed to 
Church leaders and pastors throughout the 
world, is an excellent pattern for any pastor 
to keep at hand for study and analysis of 
the art. 

Ambergris 


On the shores of the Baltic Sea, after a great storm 
has passed, the fishermen go down into the water and 
rake the beach. for the precious ambergris which has 
been cast up on the shores by the tumult of the waves. 
Life’s storms have their treasures that they bring with 
them, and we are wise fishermen if we go out after the 
great billows have been raging and gather up the 
heavenly ambergris with which they have strewn the 
shores of our life. Who knows but this is the real 
treasure that we are intended to glean in life, instead 
of those lesser things whose destruction we so lament, 
but the possession of which brings us no abiding joy. 

When he unveiled the Cobden Memorial at Leaming- 
ton, John Bright disclosed a hitherto unknown chapter 
in his career. He told his hearers how his young wife 
had died, leaving him dazed and groping. Cobden 
called upon him as a friend and co-laborer. He ad- 
dressed to Bright the usual words of condolence, and 
then sat in silence. After a little he broke the silence 
by saying, “There are thousands of homes in England 
tonight where women and little children are dying of 
hunger. When the first paroxysm of your grief is past, 
I would advise you to come with me, and we will never 
rest until the Corn Laws are repealed.” “I accepted 
his invitation,’ said Bright, “and since then, though 
there has been suffering, and much suffering, in many 
homes in England, no wife and no mother and no little 
child has starved to death because of a famine in bread 
made by law.” Relating that great achievement for 
the good of England’s poor to his own domestic sorrow, 
Bright bore this testimony to his affliction, ““My God 
knew best!” 

Yes, God always knows best, and God always does 
best. When we think we have been shipwrecked and 
cast on a desert and hopeless isle, we may find that 
we have only discovered for ourselves a new and richer 
continent. “By these things men live,” said the king 
Hezekiah, referring to his recent desperate sickness. 
We get into the habit of thinking that we live by 
bread alone; but life is a school where we learn that 
we have another life than that which is fed by bread 
alone. Sorrow has her bread as well as Tony Sle 1G 
good for me that I have been afflicted,” the Psalmist 
exclaimed after his storm had passed. He had found 
the precious ambergris after the storm. It is an alarm- 
ing thing to see men no wiser after they have passed 
through adversity, and a terrible thing to discover that 
some men are worse after they have been afflicted. 

Have you had your troubles? Have all His waves 
and billows passed over you? Has deep called unto 
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deep, as they conspired to overwhelm your soul 
adversity’s flood? Then do not forget the ambergr’ 
It is heaven’s golden and sweet smelling gift, deposit 
for you by the very waves you thought so wild am 
cruel. 
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Penny-a-Meal Banks During Lent 
for World Service 

“A little more than a year ago, our Chure 
inaugurated the use of the little Penny-a-Me: 
banks, the funds collected therein to be use 
for World Service Causes,” says an activ 
pastor. 

“The idea back of the penny-a-meal bank 
is very simple,” he continues. The little bar 
is furnished to each member of the Churc 
who will take one, and thereafter the fami 
is asked to deposit one penny at each mea 
together with a prayer in behalf of the wor 
of the Church. At the end of the mont 
someone comes to gather up the little bank 
and leaves another in its place. There 
more value in the little bank than mere: 
money gathering. People get acquainted = 
someone calls in the home, there is the cox 
stant reminder on the table or dresser of th 
needs of missions, and the prayers that go u 
are something to think about. 

The officers of this Church expect to alle 
cate the little banks for Church Debt funo 
after the Easter season, with the hope ¢ 
liquidating something more than $5,000 fror 
this source alone in a few months. Why ne 
investigate this plan! 
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Funds for Women’s Home Mission Group 

The fortieth wedding anniversary of th 
Pastor was made the occasion of a Fellov 
ship Dinner in a West Coast Church; ticke 
available upon donation of $1.00 to tt 
Women’s Home Mission Fund. The promi: 
of the appearance of the Pastor and his wii 
in their forty-year old Wedding Fine 
spurred ‘the applications for tickets. Part « 
the entertainment was a review of the hone 
moon trip to New York, and reminiscences | 
parishioner honeymoon trips. 


of 

Jesus asks for your fellowship not yo! 
patronage. 

Heaven seems to fit the tongue better th: 
the fingers. 

No man has yet back-slid on his knees. 

The burro doesn’t cover ground when he 
braying or kicking. 

To mirror God your soul must be calm. 


Let your eye find joy in the clouds rath 
than crowds. 


The Exposit 
; 
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TEARS OF DIVINE SORROW 


Joe SE DOLER, Ph.D. 


And when he was come near, he beheld the 
city, and wept over it.’—Luke 19:41. 

‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the 
prophets, and stonest them which are 
sent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as 
a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not. Behold your 
house is left unto you desolate.”—Matt. 
23:37-38. 

ESUS was standing on a high elevation. 

J As he looked down upon Jerusalem he 
wept. Christ was no mere emotionalist. 

n His tears and in His words we see the 

weart of God. We see God not as a cold 

ibstraction but as a presence warm and 
ender. 


The Scripture emphasizes the sacredness of 
veeping. Weeping may be a sign of weak- 
ess but it may also be symbolic of the truest, 
trongest, and best in men. King David 
rayed: “Put thou my tears into thy bottle.” 
Ie is asking God to consider his tears. Is 
his childish emotionalism? David was never 
viser, never more spiritually minded. David 
vept over Absalom. “O my son Absalom, my 
on, my son Absalom, would God I had died 
or thee, O Absalom, my son, my son;” 

In the apostle Paul we see the courage of 
hero and the fearless spirit of an adventurer. 
jisten to him as he relates his experiences. 
ixcepting Christ there is not a braver man 
han Paul and yet we often read of him as 
yeeping. To the Philippians he writes: “I 
ave told you often, and now tell you even 
yeeping. ...” 

In the last week of his life upon earth we 
2e Jesus weeping over the city of Jerusalem. 
arlier we saw him weeping at the tomb of 
azarus. This Son of God did not wrap him- 
aIf in a garment of stoical indifference. Jesus 
yoked at Jerusalem with eyes that were 
ashed with tears. There is absolutely no 
irtue in restraining tears in an unnatural way. 
here are eyes that are blind to many, many 
iings all around us because they have never 
een bathed with tears. 


ebruary, 1940 


When the depths of a man’s soul are stirred 
enough to make him weep, there is released 
a power, if properly directed, that will move 
mountains. David could never have written 
his repentance in the fifty-first psalm had he 
not been moved to tears. Paul endured his 
sufferings gladly by a power in his soul that 
overflowed in his tears. Let us not think for 
a moment that Jesus would have allowed him- 
self to be nailed to the cross if he had not 
first wept over Jerusalem. 

There are sights in the world today that 
might make angels weep — unemployment, 
poverty, political corruption, fanatical nation- 
alism, class hatred, and an armament race 
among the nations that can only lead to a 
world-wide carnage. Have you ever felt these 
things cutting you to the heart? Have you 
ever wept over the blindness and the stupidity 
of humanity as Jesus did? Humanity is suffer- 
ing from a hardening of the heart. Our great- 
est need just now is people, many people who 
are capable of weeping over our sins and 
follies. 

We are proud citizens of our respective 
communities; proud and hard. There is very 
little weeping over the sins and wretchedness 
of our towns and cities. Instead of weeping 
we make a survey of the community, or pass 
a law in its behalf, or we make speeches to 
redivide the wealth or change the political 
system. We express opinions about the world 
but have no feeling for it. We have substi- 
tuted intricate social theories for a compassion 
of the heart. We hear both loose and learned 
discussions concerning the welfare of society 
in the abstract, while men in the concrete 
have become the pawns and playthings of 
politicians and dictators. With the vast ma- 
chinery for the administration of relief and 
the rich foundations for charity, we have lost 
the ability to weep. The poor, the wretched, 
the sinning, do not need our dollars as much 
as they need our sympathy and love. The 
rich and the hardened need our understand- 
ing and love more than the poor need their 
dollars. Do affections pass for anything in the 
world’s busy market? We condemn the rich 
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for their wealth and blame the poor for their 
poverty. No one will ever uplift his fellow- 
men who has not himself wept over humanity 
and has felt a close kinship to rich and poor, 
saint and sinner. “The man who has never 
wept over the sorrows of his people is blind 
to the taller peaks of life.” 

Jerusalem, the capital of Judaism was called 
the Holy City, but it was not so holy and that 
is why Jesus wept. The city was given over 
to licentiousness and corruption. They were 
a fickle people. Jesus’ ears were still filled 
with their loud hosannas of yesterday as with 
palm branches in their hands they spread their 
garments in the way and welcomed him as the 
Messiah. Jesus knowing the citizens of Jeru- 
salem as he did, estimated the worthlessness 
of this loud acclaim. He knew that this mul- 
titude who yesterday had sung: “Hosanna, 
blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord,” would tomorrow join their voices in a 
boisterous shout, “Crucify him, crucify him.” 
The city had lost its soul, and the religion of 
the people was a cold and bleak formalism. 
The haughty Scribes and Pharisees covered 
their hard, sinning hearts with the garb of 
sanctimoniousness. They were the proud in- 
tellectuals with more pride than intellect. Jeru- 
salem had made religion something formal and 
legal. There was no heart or feeling in it. 
Their sins were atoned for by the sacrifices of 
animals on stone altars, rather than by tears 
on the altars of their hearts. It was the sor- 
row of the Saviour for people that would not 
be saved which made him weep. When Jesus 
thought of what might have been, and saw 
what was, and realized what would be, he 
wept over the city. 

Reform movements were never popular in 
Israel. When the prophet Isaiah urged them 
to put their confidence in God instead of their 
horses and chariots and foreign alliances, they 
heeded not his words. When prophets like 
Amos and Hosea reminded them of their 
apostacy and the certain judgment of God 
they gnashed their teeth in anger. They did 
not believe Moses; and their behavior in the 
forty years of wandering in the wilderness 
would have broken the heart of a weaker man 
than Moses. The prophets were not popular 
until they were forced into martyrdom, and 
were not heroes until they were dead. They 
glorified the old prophets whom their fathers 
had killed, and forthwith proceeded to stone 
the new prophets that were sent unto them. 
And so it is even to this day. We worship 
the old which our fathers in their generation 
esteemed lightly or treated with indifference. 
We are in constant danger of becoming for- 
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malists and traditionalists like Israel while v 
despise the greater good in the new. Lincot 
was mentally and spiritually tortured by hi 
own generation and finally killed. Today w 
acclaim him with the highest praise. TH 
preachers of today are never quite as good ; 
they were some years ago. Our generatic 
kills the prophets and the next enshrines the: 
in their hearts. 


And what did they do with Christ? Hl 
tears eloquently tell us what kind of rece 
tion they gave Him. “He came unto his ow, 
and his own received him not.” They hean 
him with amazement, and then suspicic 
which deepened into unbelief. Jesus taugl 
them the way of life and pointed out to the: 
the way of peace. He held the secret whic 
would have ended all its woes, its strife, ii 
sin. He told them convincingly that Gc 
wanted mercy and not sacrifices, that the on 
true way of life is the way of love, that Gc 
could not be confined to the Holy of Holic 
in the temple, but was right there in the 
midst, loving, guiding, and ordering their live 
for the highest good if they would but let hir 
But Jesus knew that they had not received th 
prophets and he knew they would not receiv 
him. We know what they did with him. Jesu 
wept not because he was to be crucified; 1 
wept over his crucifiers. 


How is Jesus received today? Through h 
Holy Spirit he still bothers our conscience 
much as he did the Jerusalemites. If Jesu 
returned to earth as a preacher in the bod: 
do you think he would be popular? I doul 
it. Do you think he would say things w 
expect him to say? I doubt it. Do you thin 
that if he accepted a call to be the ministe 
in a modern church, he would have everythin 
running smoothly? If I understand this gene 
ation a little and if I know something of tt 
mind of Jesus at all, I believe that the majorit 
would walk out on him. Would the peop 
of today crucify Christ again, and if so, wt 
would do the crucifying? I can only say th: 
some nineteen hundred years ago it was th 
Church that crucified him. Would the churc 
do it again? I leave the question with yc 
to ponder. 


Jesus wept over Jerusalem then, and | 
weeps today. “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, ho 
often would I have gathered thy childré 
together, even as hen gathers her chicker 
under her wings, and ye would not.” The 
are “Words that weep and tears that speak 
When Jesus uses the comparison of the he 
and her chicks, he touches the heart of eve 
one who has ever seen a hen gathering h 
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od under her wings. It is symbolic of 
xious love. “It had a breaking heart be- 
id it.” 

He wanted to gather them as a hen gathers 
r chickens “but ye would not.” Here is a 
in’s will set against God’s will. Get the 
le significance of these words, “How often 
ld I... and ye would not.” This is the 
ttle of the ages — man’s will warring against 
d’s will. The will of man can resist the 
od, can resist God. Then sin and misery 
the world has its beginning here. God 
es not want to break down the human will. 
» knows that in this world’s struggle we 
ed a strong will, more than anything else. 
e will is man’s strongest point, but when 
> human will is not in accord with God’s 
ll, then man’s strongest point becomes his 
akest. “And ye would not.” We need to 
m that, “Our wills are ours, we know not 
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how; our wills are ours, to make them Thine.” 

Finally Jesus pronounces a judgment upon 
Jerusalem. “Behold, your house is left unto 
you desolate.” He saw Jerusalem corrupted 
by foes within, and soon would be encom- 
passed by foes without. “Your house shall be 
left unto you desolate.” This judgment was 
inevitable. Sin forces God to enforce judg- 
ment. 

Christ today is beholding the world. We 
are guilty of the sins of Jerusalem. He who 
wept over Jerusalem, weeps over us. On his 
way to the cross, Jesus said to the Jerusalem 
people, “Weep not for me, but for yourself 
and your children.” Do we realize the import 
of these words? To weep over ourselves 
means repentance. As individuals, as groups, 
as nations, as a world, we need to repent. 
As soon as we get our eyes open and weep 
for ourselves Christ will weep no more. 


THE POWER OF GOD 


WALTER L. YOUNG 


2 Shall receive power.’—Acts 1:8. 

HE world in which we live is a world 

that is much concerned with power. We 

think in terms of power. We dream in 
ms of power. We speak in terms of power. 
entifically, mechanically, and physically, 
s world of ours is a world of power. 
But with all our power, have we found the 
ver that we most need? Have we found 
- power that is most important? Is the 
ver that we possess the power of which 
us spoke when He said, “Ye shall receive 
ver?” Did Jesus simply mean to say, “Ye 
Il receive powerful machines, ye shall have 
verful governments; ye shall become pow- 
al nations; ye shall have great power with- 
your hands?” Oh, no! Jesus was speaking 
something far greater than that, and far, 
more important. He was speaking of the 
ver of God as it influences the lives of in- 
iduals. It is that power which we covet 
ourselves. It is that power that we covet 
this war torn world of ours. 
n His earthly life Jesus had shown the 
Jd the power of God. That power radi- 
J from His person. When men looked upon 
face they saw a face of power. When 
1 followed His footsteps they saw evidences 
power. By the touch of His hand, or by 
authority of His voice, sightless eyes were 


ruary, 1940 


made to see, lips that were dumb were made 
to speak, hands that were helpless were made 
strong, bodies that were diseased were made 
whole again. 

Jesus spoke often of the power of God. 
Indeed His last promise was a promise of 
power, “Ye shall receive power.” 


Has the Christian church and Christianity 
itself that power? If, as Christians, we are 
without power, the fault lies solely within 
ourselves. The power of God is available. All 
we need to do is to appropriate it. Mightier 
than the forces of Niagara, mightier than the 
churning waters of the Colorado, stronger 
than any force of Nature is the power of 
Christ in the human heart. No physician is 
as skillful, no economist is as wise, no psy- 
chologist is as discerning as He who is the 
Lord of life. We need to appropriate His 
power. 

“Ye shall receive power,’ He said. But 
power for what? First of all, we receive 
power from Him to live. “In Him we live and 
move and have our being.” Paul told the 
people of Athens that that was true. Evident- 
ly they had not known that before. Conse- 
quently they were living lives that were de- 
void of power. They knew nothing of the 
power of God. 

Imagine, if you can, the three companions 
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of Daniel, without the power of God. What 
could they have done alone against the king 
of Babylon? What could they have done 
alone as they faced the flames of the fiery 
furnace? 

There are some things that we cannot do 
alone. But with the help of God it is possible 
for us to do the impossible. So it was with 
these three men, — Shadrack, Meshack, and 
Abednego. They were unafraid as they faced 
the king. They were unafraid as they faced 
the fiery furnace. When they were threatened 
they were able to say, “Our God, whom we 
serve, is able to deliver us from the burning 
fiery furnace.” They were living and trust- 
ing in the power of God. 

So it was with the apostle Paul. He said, 
“Tt can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me.” “I live,” he said, “Yet not 
I, but Christ liveth in me.” What Paul meant 
was simply this, the old, weak, and helpless 
Paul was gone. He was not trusting in him- 
self for power. He had learned that it was 
impossible for him to be strong alone. He 
was now living in the power of Christ, de- 
pending upon his Lord for his every need. 
He was living in the fellowship of Christ. 
And in that fellowship Paul found power. 


So it was with John Knox. Threatened by 
his enemies, he took his stand for what he 
thought was right. “Here I stand, so help me 
God,” said Martin Luther. Imprisoned and 
alone he found deliverance in the abiding 
presence of God. “God is our refuge and our 
strength; A helper ever near us. We will not 
fear though earth be moved; For God is nigh 
to cheer us.” So it was with Martin Niemul- 
ler, the modern Luther of Germany. So it 
was with Dr. Bob Hockman who died in mis- 
sion service in Ethiopia. He said, “I am sure 
I am where God wants me to be. I am sure 
that He will see me through.” These men 
were living in the power of God. 


There are some people who think of the 
Christian life solely as a process of giving up. 
But the Christian life is far more than a nega- 
tive process. We must give up, but we must 
also take on. If we would enjoy the full fel- 
lowship of Christ we must drink at the foun- 
tain of His power. 

“Ye shall receive power,” said Christ. “You 
shall receive power to live.” In Him there is 
power to meet every need, every trial, every 
doubt, every fear, every temptation. We com- 
mend His power to you. You can live in the 
power of God if you so desire. The power of 
God is available if you want it. 


Not only does He give us power to live, 
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but He gives us power to die. He takes away 
the darkness and the fear of death. If we 
live in His power we need not tremble be- 
cause of death. Jesus has made death a 
beautiful thing. He Himself walked through 
the valley of the shadow and came out on the 
other side more radiant and more glorious 
than before. “Because I live,” said Jesus, 
“you, too, shall live. In my Father’s House 
are many mansions. I go to prepare a place 
for you.” 

It is that promise that gives us power when 
the shadows fall upon us. That soul that has 
known the fellowship and the love and the 
power of Christ in this life has no reason ta 
fear the visitation of death. When our faith 
is in the Lord we are sure that we close oun 
eyes in death only to open them soon again 
in a world that is far better than this. Aften 
the sunset there is a glorious sunrise oven 
there. It is heartening to know that when we 
come to the end of the road we lay down 
the cross to take up the crown. 

He gives us power for witnessing. To those 
trembling fearful and uncertain disciples the 
Risen Christ said, “Ye shall receive power, anc 
ye shall be my witnesses.” Without that power 
they had no witness for the world. In spite 
of all that they believed and had received at 
the hands of Christ they were poor witnesses: 
They needed power. And Jesus showed ther 
the pathway to power. It was the pathway 
of prayer. It was the pathway of perseverance: 
It was the pathway of personal devotion. 

When these weak disciples followed the 
counsel of Christ they became strong wit: 
nesses. Follow them back to Jerusalem. Fol. 
low them to the upper room of prayer. Watcl! 
them as they agonize in prayer. Hour after 
hour, day after day they prayed, until finally 
they received power. “When they had _ so 
prayed they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost.” They received the power that Chris: 
promised. 

Forth from that upper room there came 
new men, with a new power and a new wit: 
ness. Though there were many who opposed 
them, though there were many who ridiculec 
them, these disciples held aloft the flaming 
torch of Christ. To an unbelieving world they 
witnessed of their belief in Christ. 

The mantle of the disciples has fallen upor 
us. We have inherited the promises. We have 
also inherited the responsibilities. “Ye shal 
receive power.” That is His promise. “Ye shal 
be witnesses unto me.” That is our duty, ii 
we would be true Christians, if we would fee 
something of the power of God in our lives. 

Though the whole world should be faithless 
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» thou faithful. Though all the world may 
2 indifferent and careless, be thou zealous 
id careful. “Let your light shine before men.” 


Whosoever liveth and believeth in me, shall 
never die.” John 11:26. 
HE richness of the present life comes 
from a deep unquestioning sense of a 
victorious immortality. A man does not 
e to the abundant life on this earth until 
has grappled with death, and, by faith, 
me forth conqueror. This is not only a 
ism of our personal lives, but is the obvious 
ry of every civilization in every age of the 
e of man. In fact, hordes of human animals 
ver evolve out of animalism into organized 
ciety till some idea of a future life or service 
the dead emerges. This is the story of the 
inese, the Japanese, the Indians, and the 
istian civilization. 
The verdict of history is that a respectful 
d faithful remembrance of and service to 
e dead is the essential source of the growth, 
e blossom, and the fruit of civilization. 
henever this basic conviction is lost, civiliza- 
m comes to an end, and the human units 
op to disintegrated unrelated animals. It 
the death of civilization to ignore death. 
‘The danger of our present slavery to mate- 
alism and a godless humanism is not merely 
ie making of persons into machines, — hard 
ficient, unsentimental, — but the danger is 
jlivion to the system that forgets their dead 
id is allied only to the earthly. For the 
imination of the dead breaks the chain that 
ins the past and future in a worthy present. 
nd the dislocated link drops heavily and 
tilely to the earth. Our quarrel with mind- 
g only earthly things is that it takes life 
it of all things. People are doing an irrepar- 
le wrong to their generation when they 
row the heavenly out of their lives, and 
elcome only the earthly. For they have met 
ath, and are conquered. They have for- 
ited life for existence. They vote for obliv- 
n and reject survival. They choose erasure 
stead of resurrection. 
If some conception of death is the founda- 
m of every civilization, then the religion 
at offers the greatest conception will pro- 
ice the finest lives, the most enduring socie- 
and the most noble achievements of hu- 
anity. 


»bruary, 1940 


Be good witnesses of the power of God. A 
new year stretches before us. Let us face this 
year girded with the power of God. 


AFTER THE CROSS (EASTER) 


WILSON G. COLE, D.D. 


In this the Christian religion has no par- 
allel. It is the death of death, and the com- 
plete liberation of the spirit of man. It con- 
quered in the first century and will move on 
to universal governance because its leader 
whispers into the ear of humanity, “Whoso- 
ever liveth and believeth in me shall never 
die.” 

The resurrection of Jesus is the pivotal 
fact of the Christian religion. Twelve men 
were ready to a man to die rather than aban- 
don the assertion that Jesus was alive after the 
cross and burial in the tomb of Joseph of 
Arimathaea. And with that conviction they 
went out to conquer the world. 

The significance of this truth is that Chris- 
tianity is Life, pulsating, thrilling, growing, 
endless life. Kingdoms come and go. Nations 
rise and fall. Monarchs and dictators conquer, 
and are subsequently displaced. The inevi- 
table march of earthly events is to death. But 
Jesus is alive, and the spirit that emerged 
from the tomb in the garden is life as fresh 
and new as this morning. He has left the 
mark of His hand upon every generation since 
He was here. That He is and has been the 
supreme person of history is not open to dis- 
pute. Christ is alive and still whispers into 
the ear of humanity that which will ultimate- 
ly unite all people of the world in a stable 
perpetual civilization — He whispers, “Ye shall 
never die.” 

Have we entered into the full richness of 
this heritage? For if we have passed from 
death to life here, the tragedy of the end of 
our earthly journey is removed, and the pain 
of the going of our loved ones is gone. And 
with such foes out of the way, we straighten 
up to live the days of our years with poise 
and power, and complete victory over the 
flesh, the devils, and the slave-drivers of sense 
and sight. 

This glorious emancipation comes when the 
steel grip of our worst enemies is loosened by 
a dynamic faith in a living Christ. 

Sin has its roots in our animalism. Victory 
over sin is rooted in our deathless divinity. 
When we commit a wrong or consent to an 
unholy and inhuman course of action, we dis- 
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avow our racial heritage of sonship to God 
and revert to our prehuman forebears, and 
return to ultimate dust. 

To sin is to choose to be a segment rather 
than keep step with the eternal march from 
clod to cloud, from soil to saintliness, from 
hell to heaven. The one luring vision that will 
save us from the death of sin is the conscious- 
ness that we are immortal creatures living for 
a time in mortal residences. 

And if there is any doubt of the mastery of 
spirit over flesh and environment, a look again 
at the victory of Christ will remove that doubt. 

When I listen to the noisy, flippant, self- 
satisfied crowd that surged about the cross, 
and see the consumption of their malice and 
mischief, when I hear their triumphant ribal- 
dry, their mocking laughter and their brutal 
jeers, I say hopelessly, “Sin is master in our 
world.” As I look at His broken hearted moth- 
er, and hear Him cry “My God — forsaken,” 
I say, “Ill-will is the greatest force in human- 
ity, and there is no hope for the future.” 
But, if after all their maledictions and_ blas- 
phemies and consummate outrages on decency 
and love, if after they have done their worst, 
Jesus emerges from His temporary tomb to 
lead the hoping millions of all ages to the 
grandeur of purity and love, then sin is not 
the master. Christ with the spirit of eternity 
in His touch gives humanity a timeless value, 
and breaks the back of our deadly foe, evil. 

Do not let any whispering demon, or sub- 
tle, sinister sophist, make you believe that 
you can ever be defeated in life. Just one 
deep conviction and reasoned faith will save 
you. It is an acceptance of and an allegiance 
to Jesus Christ that makes immortality a con- 
sciousness. And sin falls away from a soul 
intent on eternity. 

Think, too, what a crushing load of sorrow 
is lifted from our hearts when we hear Jesus’ 
heraldry of human deathlessness! “They shall 
never die!” 

The great heartbreak over the death of a 
loved one comes from our sense of utter help- 
lessness. As long as they are with us, how- 
ever, broken in health, our hearts were eased 
by our ministry to them. We had an outlet 
for our grief in putting all the resources of our 
strength, all the power of our love, all the 
encouragement of our thoughts at their dis- 
posal and for their use. But when they go, 
we can do nothing. And in that emptiness we 
are in danger of the death of sorrow. 

We are not drawing on the available re- 
sources of our adequate religion if a loved 
one’s going home shatters our lives, annuls 
our ambitions, and drains out our joy in all 
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good, happy and beautiful experiences. When 
grief causes a life to fold up and drop, it is 
an indication that the life so affected has 
never really laid hold on eternal life. The 
bankruptcy is due to the collapse of earthly 
storehouses. We made our deposits in the 
wrong banks. But if the earthly traveler has 
met Jesus, felt the awakening of an indestruct- 
ible spirit, and heard Him say, “Lay not up for 
yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break 
through and steal, but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not: 
break through and steal,” then in the hour of 
trial and loss of earthly values, the soul draws 
on spiritual deposits increased by compound 
interest through the years, and lives richly, 
happily, helpfully. 


Do not be slain by the years, for God hath. 
put eternity into the bond that unites loved. 
ones. Death that might have broken that: 
bond is dead. Christ, in Maltbie Babcock,. 
says: 

“Why should it be a wrench to leave © 
your wooden bench, 

Why not with happy shout run home 
when school is out? 

This is the death of Death, to 
breathe away a breath 

And know the end of strife, and taste 
the deathless life.” 

But some may say, “I do not care to talk: 
or listen to talk about death. It is tragedy 
enough to know that we all must die. Let: 
us die but once, and in the meantime live.” 
That is just the reason why I proclaim this: 
liberating message of the Christian religion — 
that we may die but once, and in the mean- 
time and forever live. If we can pass from 
death unto life long before the ravages of 
time dissolve our earthly house, and enter on 
this earth a building of God, a house not 
made with hands, then death has lost its 
power of coercion and control of our lives. 
If death is dead because we have risen to the 
life of the spirit now, we do not need to die 
when we breathe our last, and pack our lug- 
gage, for the trip to our heavenly home. 


This faith in the deathlessness of a good 
life releases all the powers of mind and body 
to maximum achievement and optimum satis- 
faction while we live. This faith explains the 
miraculous power and amazing bravery of 
dynamic personalities housed in frail bodies, 
and possessed of no more than average intel- 
ligence. The man convinced of immortality 
never loses a day in the years of his earthly 
chapter. In fact some of these flowering evan- 
gels of eternal life, as John Wesley, crowded 
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he hours with great thinking, converting, 
reaching, and triumphant joy, when age and 
isease had left them only a few uncertain 
eart beats of life. They never took time off 
o get old, and settle down, and set their 
house in order for the unwelcome guest of 
eath. They met death way back on the 
ourney, and saw him die, and now there was 
othing left but life. 

Do you want power to live your best, do 
ou want happiness free from the dread of 
ge, do you want all your abilities brought 


to their maximum function, do you want the 
greatest success in your chosen work, do you 
want to achieve a character that matches the 
mountains, and a personality that keeps com- 
pany with brilliant stars and fragrant flowers, 
do you want to get the most out of the uni- 
verse, and give back to humanity and God 
your greatest contribution? 

Then believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
you will believe his affirmation that those who 
live in Him shall never die. And the sense 
of immortality will make you great. 


LITTLE FOXES THAT TROUBLE 
TENDER VINES 


CHARLES HADDEN NABERS, D.D. 


Song of Songs 2:15 
NDER the guidance of an often for- 
gotten verse in the Old Testament, 
“Take us the foxes, the foxes that spoil 
the vines,” we shall engage in the ancient and 
honorable sport of fox hunting. In both the 
old world and the new, fox hunting has been 
a favored form of amusement for the centuries. 
Our fox hunt is in the realm of the spiritual. 
The command of the verse is that we take the 
little foxes which spoil the tender vines. Our 
message is that certain habits and practices 
in the lives of those who consider themselves 
Christians destroy the usefulness of their lives 
and seriously mar their influence for Christ 
and the church. In your life and mine are 
little foxes which ruin influence, which mar 
character, and destroy the tender vines of 
spiritual growth. Against every such little 
fox we should wage an unending war. This 
message is therefore not doctrinal but prac- 
tical, not in the field of theology, but on the 
plain of living, not alone for Sunday morn- 
ings for the hour within the church, but for 
the house of God. These little foxes about 
which I am talking do not prevent our being 
saved by the grace of God through faith in 
Christ, but they do prevent our being used 
as agents of God for the salvation of others. 
One such little fox which spoils the tender 
vines of influence of character is discourtesy. 
The children of God should observe the com- 
mon decencies of life, and courtesy is one of 
them, often forgotten, and always sorely 
needed. Such a lack in many lives is respons- 
ible for the little girl’s prayer: “Oh God, make 
all the bad people good, and all the good 
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people nice.” A lot of good people are not 
nice, the lack being that of courtesy in speech, 
in attitude and conduct. Discourtesy is not 
always absent from the so-called religious 
gatherings and its presence there makes a 
religious assembly misnamed even if it be a 
Presbytery, and a Presbyterial or even a Gen- 
eral Assembly. When Christians gather for 
council and conferences, the truth should be 
spoken but truth can be spoken with love as 
easily and far more effectively than with scorn 
or anger. Church members should slay the 
little fox of discourtesy in conversation, in at- 
titude and action. A discourteous curl of the 
lip or an impolite shrug of the shoulders can 
and does drive men and women away from 
the house of God and from God. The secret 
of the charm in the most attractive person- 
alities you know lies largely in the manifesta- 
tion of an unusual courtesy. The average per- 
sonality which repels does so by lack of 
courtesy. 

Another little fox which spoils the tender 
vines of Christian character and influence is 
Disregard of Financial Obligations. This often 
arises from the practice of either personal or 
family extravagance when debts are piled so 
high that they cannot be paid, and a person 
tries to slip from beneath the obligation of 
them. The New Testament clearly teaches 
that the follower of the Christ cannot be in- 
different to the obligations he owes. He can- 
not be a true Christian and be slipshod in 
his financial affairs. “The powers that be are 
ordained of God.” Daniel Webster says: 
“Whatsoever makes a man a Christian makes 
him a good citizen.” I know few things that 
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so seriously mar a man’s influence in the 
church of God as a carelessness in paying his 
debts. When the church began to grow in 
Jerusalem after the descent of the Holy Spirit, 
the use of money and honesty about it was 
even seen as the acid test of Christian char- 
acter. Barabbas is given a high tribute because 
of his faithfulness in financial affairs, and 
Ananias and Sapphira are cursed because 
there was trickery, deceit and attempted fraud 
in matters material. We need a generation of 
church members who make no obligations 
except those they see their way clear to settle 
to the final penny. We need a generation of 
church members who have a name for paying 
their debts and for being scrupulously honest 
in the use of all the things of this world en- 
trusted to them as stewards of God. 

Another little fox to be slain that the tender 
vines of character and influence may be un- 
spoiled is inertia, a rather dignified term which 
means nothing more or less than our common 
word, laziness. We need more workers, and 
less shirkers. In the church of God we have 
entirely too many Micawbers sitting around, 
and waiting for something to turn up to their 
advantage. The nation is glutted with hotel 
lobby philosophers and street corner states- 
men who can tell anybody how to run the 
world, but who are too lazy to do anything 
that demands real work. 

Yet another little fox to be slain for the 
protection of the tender vines of Christian 
character and Christlike influence is Criticism. 
In literature we classify men and periods as 
creation and criticism. An age of creation is 
rarely an age of criticism. An age of creative 
impulse is infinitely higher than a period of 
criticism. As with periods, so with writers. 
A good critic is rarely if ever a remarkable 
creator. A genuine creator of worthy literature 
has rarely the talent or the time for criticism. 
He who can create is far higher in the scale 
of values than he who can criticize. In the 
South Carolina legislature a famous figure in 
a past generation was an illiterate member of 
the house, who, when asked, “What bills have 
you introduced that have become laws?” al- 
ways replied: “My business is not to get bills 
passed, but to kill bills.” Perhaps not alto- 
gether a wrong ideal for many in legislative 
halls, but a critic rather than a creator, and 
therefore shut out forever from the higher 
realms of work. It is simpler and easier, much 
easier, and therefore the favorite dodge of the 
lazy man, to complain about the way other 
people do things than to do things right. 
When a critic said to a great worker for 
Christ, “I do not like the way you try to save 
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men.” The man criticized asked in reply, “How 
do you try to save them?” The critic replied: 
“I don’t save them at all.” “Then” said the 
other man, “I like my way best!” 

In the history of the world there are a few 
men, the mere mention of those names makes 
the blood run a bit faster through our veins, 
glad that we belong to the human race that 
produced such souls. One of these is Chinese 
Gordon, soldier of England whose body lies 
in St. Paul’s in London. And how did he come 
to die? England sent him into the Sudan to 
quell an insurrection when ten million Sudan- 
ese Moslems were swarming like mad hornets 
about a Mahdi in Khartum. England sent him 
up the Nile and then forgot him, giving him 
no men and few supplies. Day by day the 
enemy drew closer and closer. Friends at 
home sent him word to return to Cairo while 
there was yet time, that his life would be 
taken by the treacherous madmen of the 
desert. But Gordon refused to leave his post 
of duty. Yes, he died! Hundreds surged into 
the Governor General’s palace, and cut his 
head from his shoulders, and stuck it on an 
iron spike of the palace fence. Well, England 
had her pound of flesh. Kitchener’s army 
marched into Khartum in the succeeding gen- 
eration, straightened out the account, and 
established peace there. In Khartum was 
erected a bronze statue of Gordon, seated on 
a camel. How should the statue face? was a 
question often asked when the time for its 
placing approached. Shall it be turned 
towards England, the land of his nativity? 
No. Shall it turn towards the Nile, the high- 
way along which he might have escaped life 
any day? No. Turn it towards the Sudan, 
towards the black men for whom he gave his 
life, and in whom he never failed to trust. 
And his message to those who begged him 
to leave the post of duty deserves to be writ- 
ten in letters of living fire clear across the. 
sky of mortal thought, “I would rather die and 
keep my faith in men than live by losing it.” 
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CLAUDE L. SHAVER, D.D. 


Memory’s Bank Account. 

“When I remember these things, I pour out 
my soul in me. ... Therefore will I re- 
member thee.” Psalms 42; 4-6. 


These exclamations of a lonely and home- 
sick soul suggest that memory may be a most 
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inspiring tonic—a refreshing draught; for 
which the thirsty hind “panteth.” (Vs. Le 

I. But it must be intelligently and virtuous- 
y used. When memory is used to cherish 
atred or vengeance it is out of place; e. g. 
he Persian King whose daily instruction from 
a special servant was — “Master remember the 
thenians.” But when it recalls pleasant as- 
sociation and helpful advice it becomes a val- 
uable aid to civilization. “Deep calleth unto 
deep.” (Vs. 7). 

Il. It enables mankind to profit by previous 
mistakes and adverse experiences. The Duke 
of Windsor, on World War battlefields lately, 
said —“I am deeply conscious of the great 
company of the dead.” He then emphasized 
the disastrous effects of war, and the impor- 
tance of peaceful methods of diplomacy. Mem- 
ory in medical science has lifted ailing hu- 
manity to higher levels of health and well 
being: Likewise man’s moral _ standards, 
through Christianity. 

III. Memory is most efficiently extended by 
memorial days and historical literature. Be- 
fore the latter were known there were mem- 
orial stones and feast days. The Bible com- 
bines these agencies in affording a memory 
background to the deepest experiences and 
longings of mankind. When Isaac (Gen. 26) 
came back to the old homestead he digged 
deeper (in memory also) his father’s old wells 
and reared an altar. The Christian Sabbath 
and Sacraments are aids to the cherishment 
of the finest in soul nourishment and inspira- 
tion. Truly are these the well-springs of faith. 

IV. Memory sustains the rarest soul rela- 
tions. The Psalmist looked back upon happy 
and wholesome associations in acts of worship 
and citizenship. In one of our mid-western 
states the memorial season was used to recog- 
nize the coming of age of her youth as citi- 
zens, with such ceremonies as would empha- 
size the historical backgrounds of America. In 
like manner, the Communion service of the 
church may be an appropriate season to wel- 
come new members and to urge reconsecra- 
tion of old ones. 


tf 


Irrepressible Palm Sunday Authority. 

“Master rebuke thy disciples. . . . I tell you 
that, if these should hold their peace, the 
stones would immediately cry out.” Luke 
19:39-40. 

Since these words were spoken, old Jeru- 
salem has witnessed several parades and tri- 
umphs — Titus the Roman prince; Godfrey of 
Bouillon; Saladin Mohammedan chief; Em- 
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peror William II of Germany, and General 
Allenby, World War leader. These representa- 
tives of varied authorities brought out diverse 
expressions of enthusiasm, but none so unani- 
mous and cordial as this first Palm Sunday 
loyalty. 

I. It was truly a friendly approach; even 
the children seemed to sense the kindly spirit 
of Jesus. Doubtless many of those bystanders 
knew, from personal experience, of blessings 
received. Sympathy naturally was also mani- 
fest. Sincerity which deepened into compas- 
sion, as He looked upon the multitude who 
were as sheep “having no shepherd.” (Mark 
6:34). 

II. Courage prompted this approach; Cour- 
age which recognized the strategic importance 
of such a demonstration; yet it was neither 
reckless nor glamorous. Contrast the Hitler 
demonstrations of late years. 

Courage which radiated the sanction of 
God Almighty, naturally brought out enthus- 
iasm. The “things heard of my Father in 
heaven” during the talks by the sea side and 
the Sermon on the Mount were now bearing 
fruitage in loyalty and open endorsement. The 
Palm Sunday Authority of the Church today 
is based not upon force or terrorism, but upon 
the same quiet and gentle assertiveness of that 
first processional. 


7 


Today’s Passion Week Glory. 

“When thou shalt make his soul and offering 
for sin, he shall see his seed . . . and shall 
be satisfied; because he hath poured out 
his soul.”—Isa. 53:10-12. 

This ancient word picture stands today as 
a vivid portrayal, not merely of the physical 
suffering and sacrifice; but as a deeper analy- 
sis of soul processes, whereby human life is 
set in right relations with God. Which fact 
is truly the real glory of the Easter season. 

I. He poured out his soul in sympathetic 
yearnings (recall Gethsemane). A mark of 
down-right sincerity. We think of other lead- 
ers, like Washington at Valley Forge; Presi- 
dent Benes of Czechoslovakia during the crisis 
of last September, or Gandhi. All of which 
opens deeper channels of communion, between 
leader and followers. 

II. This appeal implies a more profound 
spirit of inquiry as to the meaning of the Pas- 
sion. Tourists who attend the Oberammergau 
Passion presentation are impressed with the 
psychological phases of the preparation by the 
participants. Should not this same intuition 
prevail throughout the church’s preparation? 
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III. When the world at large can sense this 
“travail of soul” there will be a new spirit of 
fellowship; and the pleasure of the Lord will 
prosper (Vs. 10). The ancient Greek legend 
tells of Jason who sowed dragon’s teeth and 
raised an army. In contrast, is this Servant of 
Jehovah who poured out his soul and has seen 
a response in sacrificial lives through two thou- 
sand years. 

y 


Anticipating the After Easter Joy. 

“These things have I spoken unto you, that 
my joy might be in you and that your 
joy might be full.”—John 15:11. 

Thus did Jesus look beyond the tragedy of 
Calvary to the fuller satisfactions of his earthly 
career. These words, spoken so near to the 
shadows of Gethsemane were intended to 
hearten and strengthen his followers. Perhaps 
they, as we today, were not able to follow 
through to the deeper comforts in the soul of 
their Master. 

I. We should distinguish between Christian 
“joy” and such other words as pleasure, amuse- 
ment and even happiness. Sometime ago the 
daily press featured the likeness of three men 
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who were labeled “Dictators of American Joys.” 
They were Judge Landis of the Baseball high 
commission; Will Hayes, czar of motion pic- 
tures, and Augustus Thomas, adviser of dra- 
matics. But they were wrongly classified. 
Their business has to do with commercialized 
forms of pleasure which are in an entirely 
different class. Joy can not be purchased in 
the market; but is an accompaniment of help- 
ful service. 

II. Jesus was offering this Fellowship in 
Finest Service. (1) By his enlightenment of 
the world as to the nature of God and his 
purposes. (2) Service based not upon threats 
or coercion. “Henceforth I call you not ser- 
vants (Vs. 15) but friends. (3) Incentives to 
loftiest service of mankind. The other day the 
president of a western University declined a 
business position offering a salary three times 
his present one; because, he said “I prefer the 
satisfactions of high endeavor found in my 
present work.” Daniel 12:8 refers to the “high 
endeavor” and wise calling of soul winning. 

III. The satisfactions of discipleship still ob- 
tain and the workers find comfort in their con- 
genial atmospheres, even amidst the secular 
pleasures all about us. 
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Two-Faced. 
Materials: 
2 band rings 
1 pencil 
2 men’s handkerchiefs 


Demonstration 


One child needed as helper. A borrowed ring is 
wrapped in a handkerchief and given to the helper to 
hold. The performer asks the helper “Do you feel the 
ring?” Of course the helper feels the ring in the pre- 
pared handkerchief. The performer then gives a pencil 
to the helper. A handkerchief is thrown over the pen- 
cil. The performer then grasps a corner of each hand- 
kerchief, the one enfolding the ring and the one cover- 
ing the pencil and gives each a sharp pull. The ring 
has vanished from the handkerchief and has mysterious- 
ly gotten onto the pencil. 


The performer must prepare for this trick by sewing 
a plain ring in one corner of a handkerchief and cover- 
ing it with a piece of the same material. When he 
wraps up the borrowed ring, he really keeps it in his 
hand and wraps up the sewed-in ring instead. He then 
takes the pencil and while walking over to the helper, 
slips the borrowed ring on the center, holding the ring 
between his thumb and his first two fingers, the thumb 
being uppermost. In this position the ring will be 
completely hidden from sight and the performer’s grip 
on the pencil will look perfectly natural.: As the per- 
former hands the pencil to the helper, he ‘must warn 
him to hold it level. As soon as the handkerchief is 
thrown over the pencil, the performer removes his hand, 
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but not before, and the trick is brought to a rapid con- 
clusion lest the person holding the pencil tilt it and 
discover the hidden ring. 


Story 

One day I saw a queer thing. You'll never 
be able to guess what it was. So I'll tell you. 
It was a dog with two heads. He walked 
across the stage in a theater. I watched him 
for sometime but could not determine which 
was the real head and which the artificial. I 
did not know which way he was going. 

All of you have heard of Robert Louis 
Stevenson who wrote the poem “How do you 
like to go up in a swing” and the boys all 
like to read his adventure story “Treasure 
Island.” Stevenson wrote another story called 
“Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.” Dr. Jekyll mixed 
up a potion made up of drugs, drank it and 
became Mr. Hyde. While he was his real 
self, Dr. Jekyll, he was a good, kind and help- 
ful man but as soon as he drank the potion he 
became Mr. Hyde, who was a bad, wicked 
man. He turned from the right to the left. 

(Perform Trick) (Of course you must give 
directions while you are demonstrating). 
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Is this not a strange ring? It went from 
the right hand to the pencil in the left hand. 
What a queer ring! We don’t know what to 
think of it. Neither do we know what to 
think of Dr. Jekyll. Today he is good Dr. 
Jekyll but, tomorrow, wicked Mr. Hyde. 


udas, the disciple of Jesus was also two- 
faced. While he was with Jesus, he was his 
friend but when he was with others he was 
Jesus’ enemy. He went from the right to the 
left just as the ring did. People are nice to 
us but talk about us behind our backs. They 
are just like this ring. Boys and girls promise 
to help in church, in Sunday School or in the 
choir but they find excuses. They are like 
Dr. Jekyll, they turn from the right to the 
left. They also closely resemble this ring, 
do they not? 
~ 
Are You Sorry? 
Materials: 
A man’s clean handkerchief. 
Demonstration 
The performer holds the handkerchief by one corner 
between right thumb and fingers. He takes in his left 
hand the lower corner diagonally opposite the one he 
is holding, shows it to the audience, and places this 
corner also in his right hand. With a quick snap he 
releases it, still holding the corner which he held 


originally. Nothing out of the ordinary has happened, 
so he repeats the same process a second and a third 
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time, when a knot magically appears in the lower corner. 

THE SECRET:—Before showing the trick, the per- 
former ties a knot in one corner of the handkerchief. 
This corner is held in the right hand, the knot being 
hidden behind the fingers. The first two times the 
handkerchief is shaken out, the lower or opposite corner 
is released. On the third shake, the lower corner 1s 
retained in the right hand and the knotted corner is 
released. 


Story 


How many of you have a good friend? Yes, 
I think we all have at least one dear friend, 
haven’t we? 


When Jesus was here on earth, he had 
twelve friends. I am going to tell you about 
two of them. 


One of these friends was Judas. Judas 
loved Jesus and was with Him continually, 
but, you know, Judas came to love something 
else better and this was money. Now not 
everyone loved Jesus and believed in Him, 
no, there were some people who wished to 
kill Him. So Judas went to some of these 
enemies of Jesus and said, “If you give me 
thirty pieces of silver, I will tell you where 
you may find Jesus and then you can capture 
Him.” So the enemies agreed to pay Judas 
the thirty pieces of silver and Judas sold his 
best friend, Jesus. 


Now let us look at the second friend of 
Jesus called Peter. Peter also loved Jesus but 
one day something happened. You remember 
that Judas sold Jesus for thirty pieces of silver, 
don’t your The enemies now had made Jesus 
a prisoner. Peter was standing nearby at a 
fire warming his hands. Someone came up to 
him and said: “Peter, you are Jesus’ friend, 
aren't you?” What do you suppose Peter said? 
“YesP” Oh, no! He said: “Why I don’t even 
know the man.” He even repeated this a 
second and a third time. Then looking around 
he saw Jesus. Oh, how sorry he was! He 
went away and wept. 


Application: Do you see this handkerchief? 
It’s nice and clean and white, is it not? At 
first Judas’ life was clean and pure just like 
this handkerchief. (Shake handkerchief out 
twice but retain knot in hand). But when 
Judas betrayed Jesus what happened? (Cause 
knot to appear as you shake out the handker- 
chief for the third time). Yes, a knot appeared 
in his life and remained because he was not 
sorry. 

(Before beginning demonstration on Peter’s 
life pretend to remove knot from handkerchief 
but in reality retain knot in hand). Peter’s life 
also was as pure and clean as this handker- 
chief. Now, when Peter denied Jesus a knot 
also appeared in his life. (Demonstrate with 
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handkerchief as you did in the case of Judas). . 
But you remember that Peter was sorry, was‘ 
he not? (Cause knot to disappear by shaking: 
handkerchief and retaining knot in right! 
hand). See Jesus forgave Peter just as this s 
knot has disappeared. 

Boys and girls, if we tell a lie, disobey our: 
parents or do wrong, whom will we be like, . 
Judas who was not sorry or Peter who asked | 
for forgiveness? 

vf 


Sins That Separate 
Materials: 
A small glass 
A thin card (index card) 
A plate or a piece of glass 
A plant 
Demonstration 


Fill the glass brimful of water, lay the thin card 
over it and on the card press a plate or a piece of 
glass. Turn it all upside down and you will be able to 
raise the glass from the plate without losing any water. 
The weight of air on the outside of the paper is more 
than the weight of the water within the glass. Then 
remove the card and allow the water to fall upon the. 
plant. 


Story 

One day while Jesus was still living here 
on earth, a rich young ruler came to visit him. 
He wished to ask Jesus a question. So he 
said: “Jesus, what shall I do to inherit eternal 
life?” which means “What shall I do so that 
I may some day live with God in heaven?” 
Jesus answered “Young man, you know the 
commandments, obey them.” But the young 
man answered “Jesus, I have kept them all, 
ever since I was a boy.” Then Jesus said: “T 
know what is wrong with you, sell everything 
that you have and give it to the poor.” Then 
the young man was sad and sorrowful for his 
riches were the one thing that he loved more 
than God. 

(Perform the trick). You see this little 
card is the only little thing between the water 
and the plant; it keeps the water from the 
plant. Love of money kept the young man 
from God. All that the young man had to do 
(take card from glass and allow water to rain 
on plant) was to remove that one thing. You 
see when I removed this card the plant could 
get the water which it needed. 

What is there between you and God? God 
wants to give us many blessings. “There shall 
be Showers of Blessing.” But, first, we must 
take away everything that keeps us from get- 
ting these blessings of God. You ask “What 
keeps me from God?” Have you ever told a 
lie? Have you ever been angry? Did you ever 
steal, even a cooky? Have you ever disobeyed 
father or mother? If so, you are like the 
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little card, there is something between you 
and God. Take it away, try your very best 
and you will be obeying Jesus’ command to 
the rich young ruler and many blessings will 
be yours. 

re 


A Man With Twelve Legs. 

A soldier who fought in the former war, 
tells us that he once saw a man with twelve 
legs standing in the middle of the street in 
a little town in France. What? Twelve legs, 
a man doesn’t have twelve legs, you must 
mean a caterpillar? But, he didn’t, he meant 
a man, and most of us don't believe it, unless 
—we should happen to see a sign on a circus 
tent, offering to show us a man with twelve 
legs,—well that would be different! But a man 
with twelve legs standing out in the middle 
of the street in a little town, where everyone 
could see him, and he was not asking anyone 
to pay for seeing him! That can’t be true! 

Yet, the soldier says it was true. It was a 
real man, an English soldier, and he had two 
big legs and ten little ones, all could be seen 


plainly beneath his long soldier's cape. It was 
in a dull little village in France, the streets 
busy with carts, wagons and motors, and sol- 
diers were coming and going, some standing 
about, and children were playing in the street. 
Suddenly, without any warning it began to 
rain hard. Everyone ran to shelter, but there 
were not very many places to run, and five 
little children had a bright idea, they ran to 
the British soldier, who was wearing a big 
waterproof cape. They ducked under the 
cape, and huddled close to him, and his strong 
hands held the cape around them. 

The rain splashed on his helmet, down on 
the cape, and streamed down from there to 
the ground, but the children didn’t get wet. 
They were sheltered, dry and happy. So 
there was the man with the twelve legs! Two 
big ones, and ten little ones! The little chil- 
dren needed shelter from the rain, and they 
just ran to the soldier, knowing that they were 
safe, that he would cover them over with the 
waterproof cape! 

To the soldier telling the story, it all seemed 
just as it should be, because the soldiers of 
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Britain, Canada, and the United States, were 
sheltering the children and grownup people 
of France from more danger than just rain, 
and it makes one think of Jesus, how he asked 
the disciples to let the children come to him, 
and how he tried to teach the grown people 
to come to him in time of trouble. There are 
many things in life far more dangerous to all 
of us than rain, or snow, or storms. Some of 
these dangers we can dodge for awhile, but 
soon we must face them with courage, know- 


ing just what we are going to do. 

We turn for shelter to a man who is always: 
near, a man known to us as Jesus Christ, whos 
is also God. We learned and _relearnedl 
through the Christmas story how he came to‘ 
earth to teach us about the love of God. Nos 
storm can wreck nor overcome his strengthi 
nor weaken his love for us. Let us learn now’ 
to turn to him in any need, just as the little: 
children in the sleepy French village turned! 
to the sheltering cape of the British soldier.—B.} 
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Wesley and Washington Both Democratic. 
Isa. 55:4. “A leader to the people.” 


The religious almanac comes again into 
play, and this time it relates directly to the 
Republic and takes the view that John Wesley 
and George Washington were providential 
sharers in one of the dramas of God’s working. 

Some of my friends have smiled at the par- 
allel that I have sometimes drawn between 
the two men. Both were of pure English 
blood. There is a certain resemblance between 
their pictures—a likeness not wholly ac- 
counted for by smoothly shaven faces and old- 
fashioned wigs. Both were in the best sense 
aristocrats, even though the one became the 
leader of a democratic religious movement, 
and the other the leader of a democratic poli- 
tical movement.—Bishop Edwin H. Hughes, in 
The Christian Advocate. 


.s 


Washington an Example and a Benediction. 


Job. 27:6. “My righteousness I hold fast, and 
will not let it go.” 


We know of no hero who so completely 
embodies the ideals of justice, faith and honor. 
These are concepts which change in some 
degree with the generations. It is difficult to 
define their content. And yet, we can search 
history for any life which so completely ex- 
emplifies these virtues, in the common under- 
standing of mankind, as does the life of Wash- 
ington. Whether amid the discouragements of 
arduous campaigns or in the hours of tri- 
umph, he exhibited the same purity of motive, 
the same patriotic devotion. Against every- 
thing that is sordid and mean, against the 
contrivances of the artful and cunning, against 
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the schemings of selfishness, against every 
effort to make power and office contribute to 
personal gain, against every debasing tendency 
that we find today or in the past in American 
public life, stands in majestic contrast the 
character of Washington, an example and a 
benediction — the revelation of which not only 
gave lustre to the American name but en- 
nobled humanity itself. — Charles Evans 
Hughes in the National Republic. 


AN 


Washington’s Mother Taught Him Reverence. 


Prov. 6:20. “Forsake not the law of thy 
mother.” 


This is what Madam Washington told her 
eldest son, George, when he was thirteen 
years of age: 

“When you speak of your Maker or His 
attributes let it be seriously, in reverence.” 

Young George transcribed this mother’s 
words into a set of “Resolutions” which he put 
together for his own use, to govern his be- 
havior in company, at table and in business. 

No wonder that the first President of the 
United States said, “All I am I owe to my 
mother.” 


“ 


America Has Kept Faith with Washington. 
Gen. 17:4. “Behold, my covenant is with thee.” 

The address on George Washington deliv- 
ered by President Herbert Hoover before the 
joint session of Congress, February 22, 1932, 
and carried all over the United States and to 
many other lands by radio, began with these 
word: 

Just one hundred years ago in this city 
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aniel Webster, in commemoration of the 
pirth of George Washington, said: 
“A hundred years hence, other disciples of 
ashington will celebrate his birth, with no 
ess of sincere admiration than we now com- 
memorate it. When they shall meet, as we 
10w meet, to do themselves and him that 
honor so surely as they shall see the blue 
summits of his native mountains rise in the 
orizon, so surely as they shall behold the 
river on whose banks he lived, and on whose 
anks he rests, still flowing on toward the 
ea, so surely may they see, as we now see, 
he flag of the Union floating on top of the 
apitol; and then, as now, may the sun in his 
ourse visit no land more free, more happy, 
ore lovely, than this, our own country.” 
The time that Webster looked forward to 
is here. We “other disciples of Washington,” 
hom he foresaw are gathered today. His 
rophecy is borne out, his hope fulfilled. The 
ag “still floats from the top of the capitol.” 
It has come unscathed through foreign war 
and the threat of internal division. Its only 
change is the symbol of growth. The 13 stars 
that Washington saw, and the 24 that Web- 
ster looked upon, now are 48. The number of 
those who pay loyalty to that flag has multi- 
plied tenfold. The respect for it beyond our 
borders, already great when Webster spoke a 
hundred years ago, has increased — not only 
in proportion to the power it symbolizes, but 
even more by the measure in which other 
peoples have embraced the ideals for which 
it stands. To Webster’s expression of hope we 
may reasonably answer, yes — “the sun in its 
course visits no land more free, more happy, 
more lovely, than this, our own country.” 
Proudly we report to our forefathers that the 
republic is more secure, more constant, more 
powerful, more truly great than at any other 
time in its history. 

“ 
Welcomed Her Son with a “Clean, White 
Apron.”’ 
Psa. 113:9. “A joyful mother.” 

In an article on “The Mother of Washing- 
ton” in The New York Times Book Review, 
Allen Sinclair Will said: 

Perhaps her essential character is best illum- 
ined by her welcoming of George after York- 
town. The account runs that a group of 
neighbors in Fredericksburg had joyfully has- 
tened to apprise her of her son’s arrival in 
town. Before they could blurt out the tidings 
an orderly had dashed up on_ horseback, 
thrown up his arm in salute, and announced 
that his Excellency would soon be with her. 
The story goes that Mary Washington re- 
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peated “his Excellency” with something like a 
sniff, and replied with meaningful distinctness 
that she would be glad to see “George” when 
he came. But for all her independence her 
pride got the better of her. She turned to her 
Negro maid and said sternly, “Patsy, bring me 
a clean white apron.” Thus Mary Washington 
—if the tale be believed — paid tribute to her 
son in her own “obstinate way.” 
y 
Washington’s Love of the Land. 


John 4:35. “Lift up your eyes, and look on 
the fields.” 


Washington’s greatest teacher and deepest 
love was the land. Late in life, when he was 
the first citizen of the world, he wrote: “How 
much more delightful is the task of making 
improvements on the earth than all the vain 
glory which can be acquired from ravaging 
it by the most uninterrupted career of con- 
quests.” And again: “To see plants rise from 
the earth and flourish by the superior skill 
and bounty of the laborer fills a contemplative 
mind with ideas which are more easy to be 
conceived than expressed.”—Samuel Eliot Mor- 
ison, in The New York Times Magazine. 

» 
Ten Commandments for Americans. 
Ex. 20:1. “Spake all these words, saying.” 

The following “Ten Commandments for 
America,” from the farewell address of George 
Washington, were compiled by Judge Edgar 
V. Werner, Appleton, Wis., in connection with 
the bi-centennial celebration year: 


1. Cease, sons of America, lamenting our 
separation; go on and confirm by your wisdom 
the fruits of our joint councils, joint efforts 
and common dangers. 

2. Reverence religion. 

3. Diffuse knowledge throughout your land. 

4, Patronize the arts and sciences. 

5. Let liberty and order be inseparable 
companions. 

6. Control party spirit, the bane of free 
government. 

7. Observe good faith to and cultivate 
peace with all nations. 

8. Shut up every avenue of foreign influ- 
ence. 

9. Contract, rather than extend, national 
connections; rely on yourselves. 

10. Be an American in thought and deed. 

—Quoted in the Watertown Times. 
AN 
Big Hearts Are Scarce. 


II Chron. 10:7. “If thou be kind to this peo- 
ple, and please them, and speak good 
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words to them, they will be thy servants ; 


for ever.” 


When General William Booth was in the » 
United States the Omaha Daily News said of © 
him, as it compared him with Abraham Lin- . 


coln: 

“This is a man of the Lincoln type. Like 
Lincoln he has the saving grace of humor, 
and sense of proportion. There is something 
of the mother-heart in these brooding lovers 
of their kind. There is the constraining love 
that yearns over darkness and cold and empty 
hearts. Big hearts are scarce.” 


» 
Why He Stopped the Plow in the Furrow. 


Isa. 10:11. “The day of grief and of desperate 
sorrow.” 

When Dr. Harvey Wiley, as a youth in his 
home in Indiana, heard a cousin exclaim, as 
he stopped in front of the house, “Lincoln is 
dead! He was assassinated last night in Wash- 
ington and died this morning,” he immediate- 
ly went to inform his father, who was en- 
gaged in plowing in a field near the house. 
What happened is thus recorded by Dr. Wiley 
in his autobiography: 

“He was in that part of the field farthest 
from the barn. Naturally the thing to do was 
to continue the furrow until he reached the 
part of the field where he usually unhitched 
the horses. Not so with my father. He never 
uttered a word. His face was like that of the 
Sphinx. He stopped the plow in the furrow, 
never took it out, slowly unhitched the horses 
and drove them into the barn. Thus by elo- 
quent silence he showed the depth of his 
emotion at the great tragedy, irreparable from 


his point of view, which the nation had suf- 


fered.” 
~S 


Lincoln’s Reply. 


Matt. 23:8. “All ye are brethren.” 


President Abraham Lincoln was once being 
shown through the hospital wards of City 
Point by Dr. Jerome Walker. When they 
reached three wards occupied by sick and 
wounded prisoners, Dr. Walker said to Mr. 
Lincoln: 

“You do not want to go in there; they are 
only rebels.” 

“And I shall never forget,” said Dr. Walker, 
“how the President laid his large hand upon 
my shoulder and quietly said: ‘You mean 
Confederates.’ We entered the wards, and I 
saw that Mr. Lincoln’s handshakings were just 
as hearty and his interest just as real for the 
welfare of those southerners as when he was 
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ssing among our own soldiers.” “We are 

>»? . W w . . 25.0 
ethren,” was the logic of the forgiving spirit 
the immortal Lincoln. 


~ 
od Allowed Lincoln to Look on Freemen. 

sa. 58:6. “And to let the oppressed go free.” 
Phillips Brooks, we are told by his biog- 
ipher, was one of the first to appreciate 
incoln’s whole character and career after 
is death, “and to lift him to the exalted place 
1 which the nation and the world now hold 
im.” Said the brilliant preacher at a great 
1ass meeting of the Union League Club: 
“God allowed Abraham Lincoln to stay 
ntil he stood at the grave of slavery. God 
lowed him to stand and look on the land 
nd not see a black face that was not radiant 
“ith freedom. Slavery had been blotted out 
efore God called him to his rest. It is for 
uis that we have cause to thank God for 
braham Lincoln.”—“Life of Phillips Brooks,” 
y William Lawrence, Hapers. 


-HURCH AND SOCIETY 
J. J. PHELAN, D.D. 


incoln, the Immortal. 


no. 1:6. “There appeared a man ... with a 


message from God.” 


Lincoln was fifty-six years old when assas- 
inated. His care-worn, yet noble features 
uggest a man nearer seventy. Much suffer- 
1g is depicted in that face. He did not live 
uring the period of readjustment and recon- 
ruction following the Civil War; and so 
scaped deeper lines upon his sensitive soul. 
Vhen Lee surrendered, April 9, 1865, social 
roblems arose, more difficult than war itself. 
he results of war fall upon both just and 
njust, upon conquerors as well as conquered. 
‘0 the conquered, come poverty and despair; 
» the victors, inflation, deflation, wild-cat 
9eculation and economic and industrial chaos. 
Var taught it in 1918 (whether we learned 
or not) and war taught it in 1865, only 
oubly so. In the South, nearly three-fourths 
f a million soldiers returned to their homes, 
nfit for any trade but soldiering and killing. 
here was no industry to enter, save that of 
griculture, while this had been in the hands 
f slaves. The slaves were now free, but 
ewildered, and with no urge or intelligence 
» act for themselves. In the North, nearly 
vo million ex-soldiers could not and did not 
sttle down. We granted Western land to 
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The Big Book 
of the Easter Season 


THESE SHARED 


HIS PASSION 
By EDWIN McNEILL POTEAT 


Euclid Avenue Baptist Church, Cleveland 


Mary and Martha, Simon Peter, Thomas, 
Philip, James, John and Judas Iscariot — 
these played their part in the Last Week. 
Dr. Poteat vividly reconstructs those sig- 
nificant days to show clearly the types of 
conflict which Jesus sets up in human 
hearts, then and now. 

The preacher who reads this book will 
find a fresh way to present the command- 
ing figure of Jesus. Its use in the prep- 
aration of Easter season sermons is 
obvious. 
“Color and life and music — penetrating 
insight which plumbs present-day expe- 
rience.”’ — Halford E. Luccock. $1.50 


Harper & Brothers 


cAnnouncing ... a new 
MOODY HOME STUDY COURSE 


By REV. GRANT STROH, D.D. 


FASCINATING... ILLUMINATING 
... EASY is this new course, presenting 
GOD'S dealing with MAN since the 
beginning of time. God has frequently 
changed His methods of dealing with 
man—thereby dividing human history 
into ‘‘ages’’—revealing His ETERNAL 
PROGRAM. 


= 
f 


an lene This is fully and interestingly inter- 
TANI 3 preted in the 88 page textbook contain- 
Fal) (Rig, ing 14 lessons, with 8 graphic charts. 
ISU ZA You can’t help getting a real thrill out of 

_ am) this new course. Write for details today! 


Dept. ZZ357 
O Please send FREE folder on PANORAMA OF 
THE AGES. (9 Also prospectus on 16 other Home 


‘The MOODY Bible Institute 


CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 
153 INSTITUTE PLACE CHICAGO, ILL. 
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soldiers and railroads, but New England had — 


lost so many young men its own farms and 
villages suffered. The immortal spirit of Lin- 
coln however, lived on and has helped to 
heal war scars, post-war feuds and _ political 
and social ills. A country bows before his 
shrine today. Read Carl Sandburg’s book 
“Abraham Lincoln, the War Years.” 


y 


Washington, the Organizer. 


Heb. 11:2. “By faith the men of old gained 
God’s approval.” 

Washington and Lincoln could not be stam- 
peded into action, by politicians, either at 
home or abroad. Their work was to insure the 
solidarity of the Federal Union. They surely 
did not allow themselves to become puppets 
of foreign powers. When we observe Wash- 
ington’s birthday, our minds should revert to 
1792, when the people of France arose in 
rebellion against an unpopular king. They 
formed a republic which led them into war 
with Great Britain. The French sent an agent 
over here named Genet, to persuade this na- 
tion to help them with men, money and sup- 
plies, in return for assistance rendered to us 
during the Revolutionary War. Although in 
sympathy, Washington pointed out to his 
countrymen that if we meddled in European 
affairs, we would be in no end of trouble 
(words that are still true). Although France 
was angry and sought to disrupt our young 
struggling country, Washington remained firm. 
In time, the people and history itself have vin- 
dicated his wisdom. Christian patriotism de- 
mands that we re-read our histories, especial- 
ly, the early period of our National develop- 
ment. Washington was a noble and inspiring 
character. He brought peace out of chaos. 
His Farewell Address is one of the greatest 
state papers ever written. Two things stand 
out: 1. To cultivate a “cordial, habitual, and 
immovable attachment to the Union;” and 2. 
To make no “permanent alliance with any 
portion of the foreign world, and to be just 
and act in good faith toward all nations.” 


Patriotism and religion? Yes, Washington had 
both. 


The Divine Surveyor. 
Dan'l 5:27. “Weighed in the balance.” 

The irony of world events in 1939, such as 
war, economic maladjustment and unemploy- 
ment — simply verifies the validity of moral 
and Christian thought. You can’t sow venom 
and reap brotherhood. If it’s true, that the 
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more we really know of persons, the less we 
can hate them, then hatred is motivated! 
largely by ignorance, stupidity and_ plain. 
cussedness. Christians do not hate anyone. 
Ambassador Page in World War days wrote 
to President Wilson, “We must institute a: 
campaign of hate.” It was tried, the complete 
returns are not yet in. When Christ said; ; 
“Love your enemies and pray for your per- 
secutors,” He was uttering a scientific, moral 
and ethical truth. 


7 


Lincoln, the Magnanimous. 


Matt. 27:42. “He saved others... .” 


In his inaugural, March, 1861, he stressed | 
(a) That he had “no purpose, directly or ° 
indirectly, to interfere with the institution of © 
slavery” in the States where it existed. (b) 
That he purposed “to protect, preserve and 
defend the Union; for the Union of the States | 
is perpetual. No State can lawfully get out 
of the Union.” (c) That he would carry out 
the laws of the Union in every State. (d) 
That, if there must be war, he would not 
begin it. His words to the South are historic: 
“In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow coun- 
trymen, and not in mine, is the momentous 
issue of civil war. The Government will not 
assail you. You can have no conflict without 
being yourselves the aggressors. We are not 
enemies, but FRIENDS.” Lincoln was true to 
his promise, but Fort Sumter, which guarded 
Charleston, South Carolina, was bombarded 
by the Confederates, on April 12, —the Stars 
and Stripes were hauled down, and presto, 
the defense of the Union was on. Had Lin- 
coln not been a statesman, he might also have 
been mixed up in a foreign war with England. 
Mason and _ Slidell, Confederates, went to 
France and England to secure aid. But Cap- 
tain Wilkes of our U. S. warship, the San 
Jacinto, boarded an English boat and cap- 
tured them. To search an English boat and 
take prisoners, — Wilkes had done just what 
we protested to England against in War of 
1812. In releasing, Mason and Slidell, Lin- 
coln averted a double war. And still some 
will insist that Lincoln was only “a cosmic 
accident.” A Saviour of a Country leans more 
upon God than upon ward politicians. 


A 
Parade Christians. 


Ephes. 6:12. “For we have to struggle.” 
Luke 9:17. “And they all ate and had enough.” 


Some armies look much better in parades 
and massing of troops than in actual engage- 
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nent with the enemy. Call them Display 
oldiers. We have also discovered why some 
ersons sing so lustily, “Onward Christian 
oldiers.” Just watch them bolt for the near- 
st seat to the commissary department at a 
hurch supper. The Battle of the Knives and 
‘orks from the Feeding of the Five Thou- 
and down to the political-relief feeding of 
10dern times constitutes physical man’s great- 
st achievement. 
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Large or Small Rooms 


As Occasion Demands 
VJs Wilson Sectionfold Partitions a large room 
can be easily and quickly subdivided into several 
small ones, suitable for meetings and classes of various 
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Send for 32 page Catalog No. rs 
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PLAN AHEAD FOR LENT! 


We offer appropriately designed bulletins 
for each Sunday in Lent, for Palm Sunday, 
Good Friday and Easter at most reasonable 
prices. Write today for samples. 

Announce your Lenten services with at- 
tractive Woolverton bulletins, folders, post 


cards or blotters. Our large sample packet of 

Lenten and Easter printed and lithograph- 

ed supplies will be sent free upon request. 

THE WOOLVERTON PRINTING CO. 
CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 


Write us for quotations on your next printing 
order. We may saye you money. 


Your debt to God is payable to your fel- 
lowmen. 
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I. J. SWANSON 


Books for Lenten Reading 
Chosen By Dr. George A. Buttrick 


The Religious-Book-Publishers’ Group has asked me 
to choose about twenty books within the following 
limits: first, they should be religious books published 
in 1939 and early 1940; second, they should be inter- 
esting to the average man or woman of earnest mind; 
and, third, they should be “Lenten” or “inspirational” 
in general character. This is, therefore, not necessarily 
a list of “best” books. It is a list which, to one man’s 
fallible judgment, seems best within prescribed limits. 
[ have been helped, but not commanded, by a commit- 
tee of booksellers. Liberty of choice was given, as wit- 
ness the fact that in three instances I have gone outside 
the list of fifty-five books recommended by them. An 
eager, unprejudiced reading of the books chosen will be 
time well spent. They are: 


THE LOWER LEVELS OF PRAYER 

By George S. Stewart. Cokesbury Press. 189 pages. $1.50. 
A fine book with a modest title: practical insight on 

how to pray. 


SUFFERING: HUMAN AND DIVINE 
By H. Wheeler Robinson. The Macmillan Co. 230 pages. 
$2.00. 


A study, clear and deep, of a perennial problem. 


WHY BE GOOD? 
By James Reid. Cokesbury Press. 191 pages. $1.50. 


A cogent and realistic answer to a basic question. 


THESE SHARED HIS PASSION 
By Edwin McNeill Poteat. Harpers & Brothers. 141 pages. 
$1.50. 
Searching studies, in glowing words, of the ‘‘inside’’ 
characters of the Passion Week. 


WHAT USE IS RELIGION? 
By Elmore M. McKee. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 260 pages. 
$2.00. 
Clear-cut chapters, 
central theme. 


SO THEY CRUCIFIED HIM 

By Frank Stone. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 95 pages. $1.00. 
An outspoken, penetrating message about the last 

days of Christ. 


THE HEALING CROSS 

Be gaigen Farmer. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 210 pages. 
Discourses on the Cross—to probe and heal the 

hurt of the world. 


REMEMBERING CHRIST 
ace Russell Bowie. The Abington Press. 184 pages. 


modern and quickening, on a 


Studies in the life of Christ: strong 
chapters to help us remember Christ. 


THE EVANGEL OF A NEW WORLD 
By Albert E. Day. Cokesbury Press. 160 pages. $1.50. 


Honest thinking about Christianity and our chaotic 
world, which points “the way out.” 


and radiant 


AS HE PASSED BY 


By Allan Knight Chalmers. The Abingdon Press. 157 
pages. $1.50. 


Striking studies of some people whom Jesus touched 
as he passed by. 


PERSONALITIES OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
er iooing James. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 632 pages. 


Not strictly a Lenten book; but a scholarly and 
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vivid account, for any season, of Old Testament bio 
graphy. 


THREE TRUMPETS SOUND 

By Allan A. Hunter. Association Press. 156 pages. $1.5; 
A book, not without trumpet voice, about Gandhi 

Kagawa, and Schweitzer. 


ONE GENERATION AND ANOTHER 
By Robert R. Wicks. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 190 page: 
$1.50. 
Not strictly Lenten, but timely; it offers a realist. 
and reverent faith about home and family. 


THIS NATION UNDER GOD 

By Arthur Holt. Willett, Clark & Co. 205 pages. $2.00. 
Not strictly Lenten, but an astringent, urgent, am 

creative study of the Christian bases of democracy. 


LIVE FOR TOMORROW 
By Ralph W. Sockman. The Macmillan Co. 139 page 
$1.50. 
Discourses for alert and modern men who wish 1 
live for a better tomorrow. 


I HAVE A STEWARDSHIP 

ad S. Cushman. The Abingdon Press. 218 page: 
A book of meditation and prayers, awake to tl 

times, yet genuinely prayerful in mood. 


THE NAZARENE 
By Sholem Asch. G. P. Putnam’s Sons. 698 pages. $2.7) 


Extraordinary insight concerning both the mind o 
Christ and of his age. 


GOD IN OUR STREET 

By George Stewart. The Abingdon Press. 216 pages. $2.0! 
A book about God, Christ and the Holy Spirit, to giv 

guidance to the questioning mind. 


READINGS IN ST. JOHN’S GOSPEL (First Series) 
By William Temple. The Macmillan Co. 204 pages. $2.7) 

A competent and enriching interpretation of tt 
Fourth Gospel. 


THE CHALLENGE OF JESUS 
By Hugh T. Kerr. Fleming H. Revell Co. 192 pages. $1.5 


About Jesus as revealed in the Fourth Gospel: 
will reach and help all wayfarers. 


THE HAND OF GOD 
Eo eee W.S. McCall. Harper & Brothers. 158 page 
Meditations — strong, 


poetic, 
mystery of God. 


enkindling — on _ tt 


THE DRAMA OF OUR RELIGION 
By A. Graham Baldwin. Oxford University Press. 2: 
pages, cloth. $1.80. 

‘This volume is written in such form and style thé 
High School students should be able to comprehend i 
It would make a good study book for a young people 
group. As such it has supplementary references to eac 
chapter. My only criticism is that his science referenc: 
are not the newest, nor in my opinion the best. Othe 
wise the book is excellent. 
_ The author takes this definition of religion: “Religic 
is the attitude of the individual or group toward tl 
Power or powers that he believes to be influencing h 
life and determining his destiny, and a way of livir 
growing out of this attitude.” He traces, very concisel 
religious development from early adjustment attempt: 
then through the Hebrews and to Jesus. The book 
divided into two parts: Part 1, A developing Religior 
Part 2, The Religion of Jesus. 

While, as a human being, the author must be inte 
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retative, he never imposes a point of view or a dogma 
dis chief aim is to “awaken in students an interest in 
eligion as one of the fundamental concerns of mankind 
0 help relate religion to other fields of thought, and to 
how religion as a growing and developing experience of 
he individual and the race.” 

I like this book and commend it to the attention of 
‘very religious teacher and student. 

—William R. Siegart. 

LIFT UP YOUR HEARTS 
$y Dr. Walter Russell Bowie. Macmillan. 118 pages. $1.25. 

Dr. Bowie states that he has tried to write prayers 
hat would breathe the aspirations, hopes and faith of 
he people, and that would be in words congenial and 
vatural to youth as well as adults. There is a section 
rf prayers for young people, and a selection of medita- 
ions and litanies. It is a helpful book, but this re- 
fiewer feels that most people will consider that the 
ost of it is too high. —Gordon W. Mattice. 


*ARABLES OF OUR LORD 

$y James Thayer Addison. Morehouse, Gorham Co. 75 

pages. 65 cents. 

_ This is a paper covered booklet planned as medita- 

ions for Lent. There are readings for everyday, based 

m our Lord’s Parables. The main teaching of the para- 

le is brought out and applied to every day living. 
—Gordon W. Mattice. 


THREE CENTURIES OF ADVANCE. A.D. 1500-1800. 
$y Kenneth Scott Latourette, D. Willis James Professor 
of Missions and Oriental History in Yale University. 

Harpers. 1939. $3.50. 

This book is Volume III in Professor Latourette’s 
\ History of The Expansion of Christianity. The 
arther in Church history one proceeds from the source 
he more complex it becomes. The Reformation split 
ip the stream into many channels. The Church has 
read into many new areas of the globe. There are 
nany more people in the world than there used to be. 
social and political organization has become immensely 
nore complex. All this indicates how difficult it is to 
ram three modern centuries into the confines of a 
rolume of 457 pages without confusion and mere fac- 
ual dryness. Such an undertaking is always a tour de 
orce, which is not to deny the need of such feats of 
compression. We need books that portray the course 
yf the Church with unified grasp and sweep. In this. 
-rofessor Latourette has succeeded remarkably well. 
Tis book touches all lands and considerable places, 
here is an amazing array of facts, his bibliography is 
. redoubtable thing. Doubtless, with its index, it will] 
ye a valuable reference book; together with its pre- 
eding volumes and the later volumes that are yet to 
ome. Moreover, the treatment is objective, even to 
he point of colorlessness. The centuries treated con- 
ain of course the beginnings of many of the problems 
hat perplex us today, and often the developed prob- 
ems themselves, and it must be said that they are 
airly pointed out and sought to be met. There is 
hus indicated a patent lack in modern thinking and 
he way to supply it, namely, the wisdom that only 
listory can give. The series should be in every refer- 
nce library, public and private, not that it supercedes 
nany a more interesting work, but on account of its 
cale and the generously epitomic completeness which 
t has achieved. —Paul Hoerlein Roth. 


VHEN CHRISTIANITY WAS NEW 
By Robert E. Speer. Revell: 1939. 192 pages. $2.00. 

The lovers of Dr. Speer—and they are legion — 
vill be glad to have this book. The chapters comprise 
he first series of lectures delivered on the T. Verner 
Mioore Foundation at San Francisco Theological Sem- 
nary last summer. They are studies of primitive Chris- 
ianity and confine themselves to the literature of. the 
Jew Testament, taking for granted the trustworthiness 
nd authenticity of that literature as a picture of what 
‘hristianity was at the outset. The chanter headings 
ndicate the trend and development of thought: The 
‘hurch in the House. . Primitive Christianity and 
‘ocial and Economic Questions. . . . The Early Church 
s a Fellowship. . . . The Early Church and the Race 
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A New Series of Fourteen 


PERE 


Sermons for the Lenten and Easter Season. 
The direct and personal application of God’s teach- 
ings in a most interest compelling manner reveal the 


secret of a very successful pulpit ministry. The 
warmth, the sympathetic appeal, the human touch 
and the simplicity of language make this collection 
a notable contribution to sermonic literature. 
SOME OF THE THEMES — The Great Decision, 
Facing Life’s Difficulties, Evils Hour, His Last Will, 
Christ the Crucified, The Risen Christ. 
Price $1.00 postpaid 
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Problem. . . . Primitive Christianity and ‘Other Relig- 
ions.’ . The Place of Christ in the Thought and 
Life of the Early Church.” Written with Dr. Speer’s 
usual clarity and force the book is a valuable contri- 
bution to the study of the early church. 

—William Tait Paterson. 


MY HOBBY OF THE CROSS 
By Madeleine Sweeny Miller. Revell; 1939. 189 pages. 


$2.00. 

This book will be of much value to those interested 
in Christian symbolism. It “does not aim to be a 
history of Christian iconography,” but tells of the 
making of a personal collection. The symbols have 
been found in Rome, Palestine, Turkey, Greece, and 
the story of the various findings has its own fascina- 
tion. It is profusely illustrated and well indexed, and 
the reader will be well rewarded. 

—William Tait Paterson. 


PROTESTANTISM’S CHALLENGE 
By Conrad Henry Moehlman. Harper; 1939. 286 pages. 
$2.50. 

Dr. Moehlman is professor of History of Christianity 
in Colgate-Rochester Divinity School. In this book he 
discusses the historical facts behind the doctrinal posi- 
tions of the denominations, and shows that the basis of 
most of the variations is traditional and not scriptural. 
“The Christian Church began on the basis of the 
identification of Jesus of Nazareth with the predicted 
Messiah and the hope of his immediate parousia. . . . 
There is no contemporary church which meets all the 
New Testament specifications, and yet every contem- 
porary church possesses some of the characteristics of 
the New Testament church. If the modern churches 
could adopt an historical attitude toward their claims 
and also toward the New Testament, they might easily 
unite in a vital fellowship adequate to the needs of 
the present age. Will Protestantism accept the chal- 
lenge and thus promote its survival and greater use- 
fulness?” If space permitted, there is a great deal in 
this book to admire and commend. A close study of 
some of the chapters, such as “The Jesus of the New 
Testament” and “The Earliest Story of the Cross,” 
would put authority and power into much of our 
preaching. —William Tait Paterson. 


THE BOOK OF LIFE 
By Zed Hopeful Copp. Winston Co., Philadelphia; 1939. 

511 pages. $2.50. 

This is the New Testament rewritten and rearranged. 
It follows Tyndall’s translation with many archaic 
words made clear. The gospels are interwoven to make 
one continuous narrative. The reviewer has used an 
interwoven gospel for twenty-five years and found it 
most helpful. This one is set up in its own chapters, 
and a key-word concordance added. These changes 
should prove valuable. The rest of the books are re- 
arranged after the editor’s own ideas. There is also 
a selection of “Gems from Proverbs.” 

—William Tait Paterson. 


LIVE FOR TOMORROW 
Le W. Sockman. The Macmillan Co. 139 pages. 
Dr. Sockman is always stimulating and his words 
are packed full of power and inspiration. In this book, 
Dr. Sockman conducts a realistic search for the secret 
of personal adjustment in an increasingly bewildering 
world. He does not close the blinds on dark realities, 
but rather opens the windows to catch whatever light 
there is. With keen insight the author deals with our 
mounting problems and leads the reader to prepare for 
tomorrow’s realities. Effective illustrations abound. A 
stimulating and helpful book for the preacher. 
—Gordon W. Mattice. 


FROM WHENCE COMETH MY HELP 
By Boynton Merrill. Harpers. 127 pages. $1.25. 

Fifty personal sermons from a minister of ten years 
have been boiled down to make up this charming little 
book. — The sermons are not merely briefs—they are 
charming in style, confident in tone, and breathe of a 
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vital love for God, and unshakeable faith in the suc: 
cess of His cause. They will help much when the lamy 


of faith burns a bit low in the soul. 
—Charles Haddon Nabers. 


LET US BUILD, A PRACTICAL GUIDE 

By P. E. Burroughs, D.D., Secretary, Architectural De: 
partment, The Sunday School Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. Broadman Press. 154 pages. 64 
cents. 


This is a practical and planned building for Churches 
and Sunday School rooms,—The Training Union, The 
Woman’s Missionary Union, Provision for a Socia. 
Ministry, Restrooms, Administration Rooms, Offices; 
and Library Rooms. Plans for small Sunday School 
rooms and an auditorium, are given for a small at- 
tendance, and up to 2000, for large attendance at 
church and at Sunday School, etc. Twelve plans ara 
offered from small to large buildings. 

No church, small or large, should plan and builc 
without studying these valuable plans of 154 sugges- 
tions on. Sunday School buildings. ‘‘Let Us Build” 
ought to be studied. This little book is invaluable. If 
will be invaluable to churches planning a new church. 

“The fundamental reason for abandoning Gothia 
architecture for churches is that it is not adaptable. Iti 
subordinates utility to form. As expressed in lines it 
is vertical, whereas the enlarging progressive church 
requires horizontal architecture. . We seek rather 
simplicity, propriety, dignity and utility.” 


DRAW UP A CHAIR 
By ae H. Ridgway, C.E. 
$1.25. 


The author’s first book was entitled “In God We 
Trust and Why Not;” a second book, “Uncle Billy’s” 
Stories, under “The Christian Gentleman,” and a. third! 
collection of stories under the title, ‘“Draw Up a Chair.” 
His stories have definite religious messages. Contents: 
of “Draw Up a Chair:” The Old Jims, Losing Your 
Feathers, Hell; Where and When? Billy Sunday ati 
University of Pennsylvania, Bells and Beef! A Chris- 
tian and the Jew, The Angel Who Lost Her Way, 
Sequel, The Judge and the Professor, Four Great Gyp- 
sies, The Camel and the Needle, Missionaries, All! 
Cleaned Out and Nowhere to Go, The Lightning Bug, 
Reaching the Masses, “Johnny Stonychap” and “Billy 
Rocky-Road,” Thirty Years Ago, Girard College, Corned! 
Beef and Cabbage, Foster of Ottumwa, The High Offi- 
cial of the Pennsylvania Railroad and William, Hitch: 
Up or Shut Up, and Saving the Face of a Great College. 

These stories have point and pith, and humor and 
religion. 


W. A. Wilde. 159 pages. 


THEY DID SOMETHING ABOUT IT 
By Robert M. Bartlett. Association Press, New York: 
1939. 146 pages. $1.25. 


Dr. Bartlett is pastor of the First Church of Christ, 
Longmeadow, Mass. He spent several years as a mis- 
sionary and teacher in the Far East. He tells here 
briefly and vividly the life-stories of Thomas Mann. 
Margaret Sanger, Eduard Benes, Madame Chiang Kai- 
shek, Chevalier Jackson, Charles Kettering, Richard 
Byrd, Louis Brandies, Mary McLeod Bethune, and 
Jawarharlal Nehru. The sketches are alive and _ the 
material will be found usable in sermons and ad- 
dresses. It ought to be easy to interest young people 
in these men and women who are making history today. 

—William Tait Paterson. 


THE WAY OUT 
By Harold Garnet Black. Willett, Clark & Co., Chicago: 
1939. 170 pages. $1.50. 


The writers of the articles in this book are ministers 
and professors of various denominations resident in 


California. They seek to point the way “out of the 
welter of war, poverty and injustice.” They discuss 
Chaos, Change, Religion, Church, Bible, Democracy. 


Prayer, God. This sort of thing has been done rather 
frequently of late years, but they bring a large meas- 
ure of freshness, and on the whole they are realistic. 
A reading of this little book will rekindle some smoul- 
dering coals. —William Tait Paterson. 
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IID-WEEK SERVICES 


Making Our Choices 

(Advertise this service as one of personal 
-dedication to the service of the Christ, 
hom we profess to follow, through what- 
er choice of work or profession we may 
ect to follow). 

Prelude: “Festival Prelude in D’—Deshayes. 
Invocation, by pastor. 

Hymn: “Fling out the Banner.” 
Scripture: Prov. 23. Psa. 122. 
) Pastor read Luke 10:38-42. 
Hymn: “Hark, Hark, my Soul,” Shelley. 
Reader: (May be assigned to 
hapter 25 Matthew. 

Hymn: “O God our Help in Ages Past.” 
Dedication: (Responsive). 

Pastor: To the glory of God, our Father, by 
hose favor we fellowship in this house of 
orship; to the honor of Jesus Christ, the 
m of the living God, our Lord and Saviour; 
the praise of the Holy Spirit, source of 
sht and life: 


People: We dedicate our hearts anew. 


( Responsive- 


several ) 


Pastor: To worship in prayer and song; to 
e sacred ministry of the Word; to the dili- 
mt celebration of the holy sacraments: 
People: We dedicate ourselves in renewed 
ype and trust. 

Pastor: To the spiritual comfort of those 
ho mourn; the strength of those who are 
mpted through our negligence; to the broth- 
ly help of those who lose their way: 

People: We dedicate our hearts to Thee 
id Thy plans. 

Pastor: To the zealous sanctification of the 
mily; the care and nurture of happy child- 
10d; to the encouragement and joy of all 
ho carry the privileged responsibility of 
urenthood: 

People: We dedicate our resources and our 
uining through the guidance of the Holy 
irit. 

Pastor: To the stamping out of aggressive 
il and corruption among those who fellow- 
ip with youth in whatsoever capacity; to 
e sincere and active fostering of patriotism 
id promotion of community righteousness; 
the encouragement of wholesome recreation 
d fellowship; to the joyful sense of thanks- 
ving: 

People: We gratefully and prayerfully dedi- 
te our lives in this sacred and cherished 
use of worship and love. 

Pastor: Heavenly Father, hear Thou our 
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Debora & Delong 


Bormerly D€Isone Burnimure Co. 
* ChARCEL BURRITURE - 


SURDAY SChOol CQuipment 
Chancel Renovations a Specialty 


1505 RACE ST.-- PHILA. PA 


: Broun ~BoRhEK Go Associates 
Bethlehem Penna 


eS 
fi a a tt 


MAAS ELECTRONIC CHIMES 


Simulates an Expensive 
Carillon Inexpensively 


Note: Do not confuse this new inven- 
tion with microphone equipped Ampli- 


fied Chimes, recorded music systems, 
| or reed chimes systems. 


For complete information write 


MAAS ORGAN COMPANY 


3015 Casitas Avenue Los Angeles, California 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


P ulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers—Communion Linens 
Embroideries—F abrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


Marking 103 years of service 
to the church and clergy 1940 


COX SONS & VINING, INC. 


131 EAST 23RD STREET, NEW: YORK,.N: Y. 


UNION LESSON HELPS 


on the International Uniform Lessons 


are based 
squarely on 
the Bible 


Union Lesson Helps stand for and emphasize the 
foundation truths held in common by all evangelical 


Christians. Undenominational and uncontroversial, 
they can be used with safety in any Sunday school. 


Write for free specimens 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street Philadelphia, Pa. 


A life here, in which you fail of every end 
you seek, yet which disciplines you for a 
better, is assuredly not a failure. 
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BRONZED COPPER 
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS 
SS 


4 


Also 
ILLUMINATED CROSSES 


ART BRONZE TABLETS 
CHURCH MARKERS 


MEMORIAL & GIFT PLATES | 


od 
W L CLARK CO, Inc 
52 LAFAYETTE ST. NEW YORK 


Manufacturers 
Est 1914 


= ALUMINUM oF 
1) SILVER PLATE 
Jrdividuel 


Glasses 


FINEST 
WorkMANSHIP 


Lowest Prices. Send for Illustrated Catalog 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO. 


Room 324 1701-1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia,Pa 


Church CHindows 


ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 
802-808 N. Second St. St. Joseph, Mo. 
i Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, 


and Ecclesiastical Glase 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


The BEST of THEIR KIND 
Workmanship Unsurpassed 
Outfitters to over 2000 
Schools, Churches and 
Seminaries 
WRITE FOR CATALOG 


 BULPIT 


aid ~ Mc. CARTHY & SIMON inc. 


PIPE ORGANS 


OF FINEST QUALITY 
Built in All Sizes 
Write Us 


A. J. SCHANTZ SONS & CO. 
Established 1873 Orrville, Ohio 


ee DUPLICATORS ee 


Stencils, Inks, and Supplies. A Complete line— 
GUARANTEED. Special low prices to churches, 
CATALOG FREE! 


clergymen. etc. 


MIDWEST SPECIALTY COMPANY 


4854-E Reading Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 


Bible courses are being offered in the Reidsville, 
N. C., public schools this year. A full time teacher has 
been employed to conduct the courses. Regular high 
school credits will be given. 
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earnest plea for the reassuring love which hi 
lead us here: 

People: Hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God # 
mighty!” 

Benediction. 


II. The New Day 


(Candlelight Service). 

(The beginning of the Lenten season 
1940 offers a new day of promise to thoi 
who have the grace to evaluate the privileg: 
and errors of the past, and the shining ne 
day of hope before us. Inwite all those wi 
attend this service to inventory on one she 
of paper their privileges in life, that for whit 
they are grateful as having helped them alon 
life’s way; on another sheet the errors 
drawbacks. Put in separate envelopes, 
fold, no signature, to deposit in two comme 
receptacles upon entering the church. Ha: 
young ushers hand each attendant large whi 
sheet with heading, “What I Hope and Pri 
for Today.” Pencils should be provided, 
that every person may fill in the list of pa 
sonal desires before the opening of the se 
vice). 

Prelude: “Meditation,” Weber. 

Invocation: “I love thee, O Jehovah, m 
strength. 

Jehovah is my rock, and my fortress, ar 
my deliverer; My God, my rock, in who 
I will take refuge.” Psalm 18:1-2. 

Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee.” 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 17. 

Hymn: (Prayer-Song) “I'll Go Where Yc 
Want Me to Go.” 


Reader: In entering upon another obser 
ance of the Lenten season, we desire as i 
dividuals and a congregational fellowship ~ 
take account of those things in our lives th 
have helped us, those that have hindered u 
and those we believe TODAY essential to o7 
physical and spiritual welfare. In reviewit 
our life’s journey thus far, we must allo 
graciously for some gifts of God’s love th 
we are apt to overlook in our hurried ex 
tence. These are: (Have young person cé 
rying lighted candle appear near reader 
each gift is read). 

The value of time 
The success of perseverance 
The pleasure of working 
The dignity of simplicity 
The worth of character 
The power of kindness 
The influence of example 
obligation of duty 


The wisdom of economy 
The virtue of patience 


The Exposit 


The improvement of talent 
The joy of originating 
Lymn: “Open mine eyes that I may see.” By 
up with candles, who remain in chancel 
il congregational processional is over. 
-astor: Pastoral prayer, during which time 
e thanks for the privilege of reviewing our 
rets and our blessings, but especially for 
new foundation of hope to be built during 
Lenten weeks. At the close of the prayer, 
ile organ plays softly, young ushers with 
xe lighted candles direct those in rear seats 
proceed toward chancel at the invitation of 
tor, following the candle bearers. At the 
clusion of pastor’s invitation, familiar pro- 
sional may be used, until all those from 
vs have marched up the center aisle, de- 
ited their lists and offering, and returned 
side aisles to their seats. Pastor will con- 
1e with special prayer for the realization of 
hopes of those who came seeking. All 
as should be carefully listed and given 
eful mention and meditation during each 
yer service throughout the Lenten weeks. 
Tymn: “Come Thou Almighty King.” 
3enediction. 
» 


Our Guide to Life 


Make copies of the Books of the New 
tament and their messages to us, as out- 
-d below, and distribute to congregation at 
st a week before service. Ask them to read 
book with the message most appealing to 
m, and be prepared to testify regarding its 
eal and probably several direct quota- 
1s). 
Irgan: “Beside Still Waters.”—Coerne. 
nvocation. 
cripture: Psalm 80 (Responsively). 
Iymn: “The Lord my Shepherd is.” 
astor: (Brief comment on the meaning of 
New Testament in the development of 
‘istian nations, brotherhood of man, charity 
the underprivileged, etc. The following 
may be used for comment by the pastor 
discussion by members, as desired by the 


ler). 

Keys to the Word of Life 
‘atthew: Son and Lord according to Promise. 
‘ark: The Meeter of Man’s Need. 
4ke: The Son of Man in His service among men. __ 
in: The Son of God in the Moral Glory of His 
on and Ways. 
omans: Christianity Unfolded. Righteousness, and 
man can be with God. 
Corinthians: Church order and discipline. Our rela- 
; to each other in the Church. 


Corinthians: Christian Ministry and superiority 
circumstances. Our relations to the word and 
hem, 


glatians: Christian Blessing and Liberty contrasted 
aw. Stand fast in the Liberty wherewith Christ 
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HILLGREEN, LANE & COMPANY 
Pipe Organ Builders 
ALLIANCE, OHIO 


Our firm has been established for 
forty years and has achieved a 
reputation for fair dealing and 
artistic Organ production. We are 
equipped in every way to under- 
take orders of any magnitude. 


BRONZE 
Church 
TABLETS 


Designed and manufactured in all sizes to 
meet the requirements of every church. 
Send us your problem today and have us 
submit a full size sketch in color with 


our quotation. No obligation, of course. 
Illustrated booklet on request. 


INTERNATIONAL BRONZE TABLET CO. 


EAST 22ND STREET NEW YORK, N. Y. 


OD HRA HR AA HRAW 


MRM AWMI AIM MAM AMAREB 
INCREASE CHURCH ATTENDANCE 


Print Weekly Bulletins on 
EXCELLOGRAPH Rotary 
Stencil Duplicator, $21.50 up. 
roc A Day Is All You 
Need To Pay. 


Beautiful Descriptive Folder No. 10 FREE! 
OR, if you have a machine, any kind, write for Supply Price List No. 
4o, “‘Excel-All’’ Stencils, Inks, Minister's Design Bulletia Manuals, 
Tracing Scopes. Everything you need under one roof. Name your 
machine and we put you on Preferred Cooperative Mailing List. 
Agents Wanted. Perfect Post Card Stencil Printing Machines—$8.50 


PITTSBURGH TYPEWRITER & SUPPLY CO., 
336-B Fourth Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


PID PIM AWM IH IW IRAP ERADI FD 


Sf 


OH ARAM ARRAN 


Get CHOIR and PULPIT 
GOWNS the EASY MOORE 


way! 


Beautiful, fine quality 
Gowns, Surplices, Cas- 
socks—now easy for your 
church to own under 
MOORE'’S Plan. Write 
~ for Free Choral Apparel 
Style Book C55, Pulpit 
Apparel StyleBook CP55, 
Budget Payment Plan 155. 


E-R- MOORE CO: 


425 Fifth Ave. 932 Dakin St. 
wf New York, N. Y. Chicago, III, 
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HAMMERMILL 20-LB. BOND LETTERHEADS & ENVELOPES 
Printed to Order; Postpaid; Satisfaction Guaranteed 
100 250 500 1M 


sho s7s $259 #699 
Envelopes to Match 354x6%41.00 1 
Deticclhvads andi Envelopes: 1.50) .2/50ne4:25_ 07:50 


Send for Catalog d 
ALLEN PRESS Box 4522 Columbus, Ohio 


MENEELY 
BELL CO. 


TROY, N.Y. 


ANDO 


220BROADWAY, NY. CITY 


> BELLS 


“THE SANITARY” gauau 


Communion 
Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 


The individual communion 
service permits an impres- 
sive ceremony. We intro- 
duced individual cups. We 
make the finest quality of 
beautiful polished trays and ¢ 
supply thousands of satis- 
fied congregations. Send for 
free Catalog with quota- 
tiens. 


Price per 
Letterheads 8}4x11 


CUPS 


SANITARY pOueNTaN SERVICE 
Box 396-MNept. E 


Rochester, N. ¥ 


————————_———— 


ILLUSTRATED PORTFOLIO OF 
NOTEWORTHY STAINED GLASS WINDOWS | 
* UPON REQUEST 


Pittsburah Stained Glass Stubiog| 


( Warden and MsCartney Sts. Pittsburgh Pa. j 


ULPIT FURNITURE, 


Chairs, Communion Tables | 
Baptismal Fonts, Etc. 


Fine furniture at factory-to- 
Church prices. State your needs, 


De Moutin Bros. a Co. 
1116 South 4h St. 
GREENVILLE, ILLINOIS 


: 5 ees -Ornaments-Fringes- 
ei mM a -Furnishingsand Supplies- 
"| UNIS” CATALOG. FREE on REQUEST 


The C.E.WARD Co. NewLondon,0. 
sem COMMUNION TABLES =z 


Beautiful Designs in Richly Carved Wood. 
Splendid For Memorial Presentation. Priced 
from $25.00 upward. Booklet of Designs 
Submitted On Request. 


REDINGTON COMPANY, DEPT. 500, SCRANTON. PA. 


SERMONS, SPECIAL ARTICLES, SPEECHES 
Prepared for busy pastors to specifications, on any text or topic. 
Over 20 years experience. Rates $2.50 per thousand words; c.o.d.’s 
acceptable with deposit. 


AUTHORS RESEARCH BUREAU 


516 FIFTH AVENUE 
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NEW YORK CITY 


Pee ) 
has made you free. The Spirit in the beginning, mid 
and end of Christian Life and power. 


Ephesians: Christ the measure of Christian stand: 
and blessing. Together with Christ. 

Philippians: Christian Experience. In the face 
Christ. Perfection that is not Perfect. One thing to : 


Colossians: The Church’s Glories and Fullness 
Christ, her Head. 

1 Thessalonians: Christ coming to and for the Chur 
and her Eternal Blessedness. 

Il Thessalonians: Christ Coming with His Sain 
Eternal Judgment of Unbelievers. 

1 Timothy: Church Order according to God. 


Il Timothy: Church disorder and the Individ| 
Pathway. 

Titus: Christian qualification for the Ministry a 
Godly conduct. 

Philemon: Christian love, counting upon love betwi 
brother and brother. 

Hebrews: Our Apostle’s Priest, Sacrifice and Witne 


James: The common sense of Christianity, or Chi 
tian morality in and out of the Church. 


I Peter: God’s righteous government in relation 
saints. : 
II Peter: God’s righteous judgment upon the pul 


Christian Profession. 

I John: Christ the Eternal Life and Power of Ca 
munion with God. 

II John: Christ and the Truth the Safeguard agail 
heresy. 

III John: Christian Hospitality to the Saints a 
especially to Laborers. 

Jude: Apostasy traced down to the Last Days. 

Revelation: Christ assuming the Government of 
World. Things to Come. 


Hymn: “Come, Holy Spirit, God and Lore 

Prayer. 

Benediction. 

~ 

IV. Man’s Key to Success 

(Have young people cut out large paper, 
cardboard keys, at least six inches in leng 
Print or write on them, “Your Key to Succe: 
and deliver one to each person who shot 
attend the service, with a personal invitat 
to attend and add their prayers and influenc 


Organ: “Beside Still Waters.”—Coerne 
Invocation: “In Thee, O Jehovah, do I te 
refuge; 


Let me never be put to shame; 

Deliver me in thy righteousness, 

Bow down thine ear unto me, 

Be thou to me a strong rock.” Psalm : 
Hymn: “Come my soul, thy suit prepare: 
Scripture: Psalm 34. (Responsively). 
Hymn: “A Charge to Keep I have.” 
Pastor: Brief talk on Prayer, Matt. 7:7- 


“We find power to live and carry on when we ti 
God implicitly, casting all of our cares upon Him. 

keeping in touch with God, we gain the strength t 
God has to offer. Jesus says Prayer is asking, “seek 
knocking. If you lack the strength to meet a test ¢ 
fronting | you, ask God to put his strength behind y 
if you are lost, ask God to show you the way; if 

are shut out from a place where you want to be 
the good of your soul, or your neighbor’s soul, k 
that God will open the “door if you knock in His Na 
Life as we know it is not easy, it is not simple, i 
not all a birthday party! Life is tragic for most 
us, and we need to call to our aid every possible soi 
of help that we know of, but—here we are, neglec 
the foremost and most promising help that man 

conceive of. A story tells of a group of shipwrec 
men, who were buffeted about for days without f 
and water. They dared not drink, because they belie 


The Exposi 


mselves to be surrounded by salt water of the ocean. 
er a number had perished, and those remaining had 
ered much agony, they were rescued and learned the 
er they were floating about in was fresh water, 
id to drink, a life-saver, had they but known! 


ymn: “Thou, Whose Almighty Word.” 
e Power of Prayer 


Dangers grave were round me spread 
Dark, dense clouds were overhead 
Hope had taken wings and fled, 
Faith was going—almost dead. 


All my labor seemed in vain, 

All seemed loss instead of gain, 
Former peace had turned to pain 
Joy was gone—things not the same. 


I forgot that God was there, 
Forgot that I was in His care, 
That He would all my burdens bear, 
If P’d trust and do my share. 


Came a change, relief sweet bringing 
In my heart set joy bells ringing, 
Set these lips of mine to singing 
Sent to Heaven, glad praise winging. 
Life grew sweeter, riches too, 
Glad am I now, God’s will to do. 
Came a message, cross the blue, 
On such a date, I prayed for you. 
—Lanora P. Boone. 
In the “Full Gospel Advocate.’ 


Prayer. 


Benediction. 
~ 


‘O eternal God, in Whose will is our peace, 

commend to Thee the needs of all the 
rld. Where there is hatred, give love; 
ere there is injury, pardon; where there is 
ibt, faith; where there is despair, hope; 
ere there is darkness, light; where there is 
Iness, joy. May we ourselves seek not so 
ch to be consoled, as to console, to be un- 
stood as to understand, to be loved as to 
e. For it is in giving that we receive, it is 
pardoning that we are pardoned, it is in 
ng that we are born to eternal life in Thy 
ssed Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.” 
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e Rural Church 
Continued from page 65 

iod of years. The rural population is being 
ined constantly by the city. We have be- 
1¢ a job-minded people and have put a 
nity upon the city job which we have not 
on the rural work, and we have made 
cess in life synonomous with success in a 
job. Those who go to the city from the 
il areas are the best, those most likely to 
ceed, always leaving on the land those 
h less ability and less likely to succeed. In 
ition to this about one third of those who 
rate to the city are between the ages of 
en and twenty-five and one tenth between 
ages of twenty-five and thirty-five. This 
sess, over a period of time, has far reach- 
results not only in respect to the rural 
rch but all of rural life. Statistics further 
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INCREASED ATTENDANCE OF 
LON YOUR CHURCH..... 


Depends on your ability to in- 
terest more people and induce 
them to attend your services. Let 
an Ashtabula Metal (All-Alumi- 
num) Bulletin aid you in winning 
and holding your congregation. 
Send for FREE Catalog — also, 
please give name of your church. 


THE ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 
Box 240EH Ashtabula, Ohio 


Easter Gomes Early Chis Year 


HALL vestments and accessories for clergy and choir 
distinguish the wearer. There is an accuracy in HALL 
cut and style and a thoroughness in HALL tailoring 
and finish that are making this outfitter the first choice 
among particular buyers. 

Send for our new catalogue, today. 


J.M. HALL, Ine., 417 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Communion W are in Chrome 


Handsome as Silver. 
Untarnishable. 


Less Costly 
Holds its Lustre 
Send for Iliustrated Folder 


Goodenough and Woglom Company 
296 Broadway, New York 


CHURCH 
FURNITURE oirnerine eat aay 
KELTNER MFG. CO. tismal Fonts, Pews, Pew 


Cushions, Altar Crosses, 
79 Main St., Ashley, O. Collection Plates. 


e Since 1869 e Write for Catalog 
20: CENTURY QUARTERLY 
Brand-New Steel Folding Chairs 
Full Upholstered Back and Seat Rubber Feet 


Thomas Curtis Clark, Editor 
$16.00 a dozen 


Complete sets or individ- 
ual pieces built to order. 


For Better Teaching, Deeper 
Study, Firmer Faith. The leading Lesson 
Quarterly of young people and adults. 
Based on International Uniform Lessons. 
Sample copy Free. Write today. 


THE 2074 CENTURY QUARTERLY S22.°->encers, St: 
MITE BOXES 


For Missionary and Special Offer- 
ings. Catalog free. Samples of va- 
rious styles sent on receipt of 25e. 


Edwards Folding Box Co. 
Manufacturers of Folding 
Paper Boxes of All Kinds 


27 N. 6th St. 
PHILADELPHIA 


Send for Sample 
REDINGTON CO., 


Dept. 89, Scranton, Pa. 
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EMBROIDERIES 


Bible Markers 


C H U R C Super-Frontals 
| Ss 


TOLES—CHOIR GOWNS—CAPS 
BRASS GOODS — SILK FLAGS — BANNERS 


WM. LEHMBERG & SONS, Inc. 
138 N. Tenth St., Philadelphia 


PUBLIC SPEAKERS!!! 
Let us prepare your sermons, speeches, lectures, 
articles, essays, etc., at a most modest cost. 
Prompt, scholarly, individual and confidential. You 
get full and exclusive use of all material ordered. 
Circular FREE on request 
Continental Writers’ and Speakers’ Bureau 
705 Railway Exchange Bldg. 
Montreal, Canada 


GOWNS 


beautiful work, 


Choir 
Pulpit 


Fine materials, 
pleasingly low prices. Catalog and 
samples on request. State your 
needs and name of church. 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 


1153 South 4th St., Greenville, Illinois 


Saar FEINIES 


EASY TO GET 


Collecting a mile of coins is a novel and successful way of raising money for a Church or Soc} 
The coins will not drop off of our holders. No adhesive used Write for Samples and Prices 


THE HARRISON CO. UNION CITY, IND. 


Charles Svoboda 
Church Furniture 


6253 HMershon Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


EXPOSITOR, VOL. 41 
PERMANENTLY BOUND 


AVAILABLE - - $3.50 


Order Early Your Easter 


Communion Cups 


d 1 
i MIUM - PL. _—=—— =] 
Aluminum, Wood and Silver-p EX — 
Services. Collection & Bread Plates, Pastor’s Sick Outfits, etc. 
Thomas Communion Service, Bex 1212 Lims 
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show that those who stay on the land buyir 
the homestead, frequently have to mortgag 
the property when they buy it, to pay th 
city brother’s share of the estate. Not only a 
the best and most able go to the city, br 
also much of the wealth which ought to } 
used to cultivate and better rural homes an 
life goes. In some cases the owners of tl 
land live in the city and the farm is rented 
a tenant farmer whose tenancy is frequent: 
temporary. He takes little or no interest - 
the rural church or rural life in general. 

Not until rural life has been rehabilitate: 
not until rural life will have regained the plao 
of dignity held before we were industrialize: 
not until rural life has been made just as a 
tractive or more attractive than city life, ar 
the rural lad will be looked upon as a perse 
instead of a “clod-hopper,” so that the drair 
ing of rural population and wealth decrease: 
can there be solution of most of the problem 
of the rural church. If a greater proportic 
of the dull, unimaginative and less capabi 
stay on the farm to reproduce the race, ne 
only will the rural church continue the declin 
and face mounting problems, but our who 
national cultural life will decline. When rur’ 
life will have been made dignified and will 
more generally looked upon as a way of lif: 
yea, a job, it will be more deliberately chose 
by the best of young people. With the leve 
ing up of all of rural life the rural church wi 
naturally rise to a new place of prominenc 
and find natural solution of many of its prol 
lems. It will become a new place of pron 
inence as the center for a high type of cu 
tural life, and idealism. 

This above observation is no doubt suff 
cient explanation of the constant lack of youn 
people in many of our rural churches. Or 
finds that the membership usually consists « 
children and middle aged and old peopl 
When those young people who go away c 
return from the city for visits to their hor 
and the home church their value in work 
limited because they have lost their vital cor 
nection with the church. It is reliably r 
ported in the case of one denomination th: 
well over half of its city membership is con 
posed of persons who have come to the cit 
from rural areas. A gap is always left in th 
rural church to be filled by someone else, t 
training anew, or else to be filled by someor 
less fitted for the task. 

Where should the Christian Church begin: 
make adjustments and where should it beg 
to solve these problems? In those cases whe 
it is possible a process of union should be ca 


| ried on by the congregations within the d 
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nination. This would eliminate some 
uller churches, the least able financially to 
ry on the work, and the poorly equipped 
Idings. In other cases the federated plan 
ght be of greatest benefit to the community. 
still other cases the larger parish plan pre- 
ts a possible solution. Where it is feasible, 
breaking up of charges into smaller units 
tht be of benefit. This would at least leave 
various congregations intact and yet give 
minister a greater opportunity for inten- 
> work. Perhaps some system of sustenta- 
1, Whereby rural pastors would be ade- 
itely supported in the work of one and not 
re than two churches, would be a solution 
some rural church problems. Such a sys- 
1 would naturally call upon the large, more 
sperous churches to give their support to 
se rural churches until such a time will 
1e when they can support themselves, or 
absorbed by another. Such a plan would 
urally make the rural field more attractive 
a field of labor and raise the standard of 
work done. It would further bring some 
the now questionable rural churches to a 
»e where they could eventually prove the 
th of their existence, having the support 
2 full time pastor through outside help, or 
it would bring them to the point where 
y would have to admit that they have no 
it to exist by and for themselves. 
Jone of these possible solutions offered are 
ple, but perhaps an effort in one or a com- 
ation of possible solutions will yet be the 
ngth and salvation of the rural church. 
ile it is true that the rural church has been 
degree the victim of forces that have been 
are working in our society, in addition to 
simpler problems and while it is doubtful 
‘ther the rural church problem will find 
plete solution until the rural life prob- 
s in general will have approached solution, 
Iso remains true that the solution of many 
he difficulties of the church must come 
a within outward. Many of the rural 
rches, far from being defeated and 
ly to close their doors, ought to feel 
al challenge. The rural church as a whole 
ht to use every means possible and sup- 
every effort to dignify rural life, to laud 
altural and to raise to a great degree of re- 
tability, rural life. The rural church, 
e being a victim can also be a force to 
erve some of the foundations upon which 
have built our nation. For its own well 
g and preservation, and the solution of 
roblems it must be a force working hand 
and with other forces which are trying 
ise rural life to high levels. 
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MIMEO SUPPLIES 


Best Quality at Painless Prices 


Write for Cooperative Price 
List and NO RISK Trial Offer 


LARNED MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


Dept. E, 164 West Larned Street Detroit, Mich. 


Pipe Organs 
AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 


HARTFORD, CONN. 


Inquiries Welcomed 


A TIRELESS ASSISTANT 


Strengthen your pastoral work with sound evangelical litera- 
ture. Reach needy souls in their homes, on the street, at 
work—everywhere! 

Pamphlets, tracts and gospel portions that preach every hour 
of the day, that awaken, stir, convict and, under God, con- 
vert the multitudes unreached from your pulpit. 


Write today for samples and suggestions—free! 


BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASSOCIATION 
870 Wells and Chestnut Streets, Chicago 


HTEANOUARTERS 
or CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT ROBES ¢ EMBROIDERIES 
HANGINGS ¢ STOLES * VESTMENTS 
ALTAR APPOINTMENTS 
COMMUNION SERVICE 


NEW CATALOG on Request 


ACADEMIC CAP ¢ GOWN CO. 
T. PHILADELPHIA,PA, 


NATIONAL 
821-23 ARCH S 


Pews, Pulpits, Pulpit Chairs, Communion Tables, Altar 
Vases, Altar Crosses, Baptismal Fonts, Sunday School 


Furniture. We allow for or sell your old equipment. 
Catalogue and details on request. 


REDINGTON COMPANY DEPT. C SCRANTON, PA. 


I-2 1AM SAVE Feb. 1940 
WORTH OCG ME 

Save 20% on your next Expositor sub- 
scription on the following conditions: 

1. There must be 12 of me. 

2. Beginning any month in the year. 

3. Coupons must be for consecutive months. 

4, Not good nor redeemable on combination 
offers. 

The Expositor is $3.00 u year. 12 of these cou- 
pons, sent in accordance with the above rules, 
will earn you 60c credit on your subscription. 


% BELLS 3": 
ZS PEALS 
Ei" Write for literature. Address Dept.45 


McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY, Baltimore, Md. 


(Stamps or coin) brings, by return 

¢ post, that wonderful new Tullar hymn “What 

Think Ye of Christ”’ and 37 other ‘‘gems.”’ Ask for 

4 Address GRANT TULLAR 
“Wayside Hymns’’ Vege 0. Box 246-D, Orange, N. J. 
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Fifteen Methods ART OF SERMON BUILDING 


Weekly Helps 


William M. Smith, the Text: Thou wilt shew m 

. Ree ss ae None XU: 7 me th i s 3 oa 

Instenetox oar Homalteties Subject: The Journey \: ae path of life. Ps. 16-11 oem haan edits a weekly, 
SM onniaded coun Method: The Pictorial Outline Method. Tee alas Michel th Boe PHI 
twenty lessons which will ee aera eastern Cr phen he mig? rat 
help you. Fifteen meth- 1. The Guide—'‘‘Thou'’—Jesus 3. The Road—‘path”’ sponse: “After resaiig Fon ee 
ods of outlining are em- a. Qualification—wise, kind a. One of many ple copy of the Gospel Minister 
ployed: Word, Phrase, b. Experience — been over b. Is a narrow road there is nothing else to do but 
Verse, Chapter, Topical, the road 4, The Destination, ‘life’ t® send@ you a “money order.?? 


ee nedcal, Syn- Se ae ae east with death Samplé Outline Each Week 
I ‘as al, Narra- a. Mus Ke journe Mt ightft F icipa- 
a =r Stok sebe ee b. Have not had nee Baked thn delightful anticipa Bend 41:00 as Hee 20 lessons in 
graphical. ete. ; : Dts 
GEE ADDACALS Xe Union Bible Seminary, Dept, 349, Westfield, Ind. ce for 6 aan ee 
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COTRELL and LEONARD 
Est. 1832 Inc. 1935 


485 Broadway Albany, N. Y. 


America’s Oldest and Largest Manufacturer 


Leaders and ministers ask themselves and each other “How 
can we arouse our people to ‘love, honor and cherish’ the 
church... to build it up. . . to push it forward?” 

Here is the answer! Send for our new “‘idea” folder of Finance 
Plans... NOT BECAUSE IT TELLS HOW TO RAISE MONEY 
FOR NEW HYMNBOOKS AT NO BUDGET INCREASE but 
because a small project successfully conducted will un- 
cover “acres of diamonds’—the unsearchable riches of 
God’s Providence—and set in motion larger projects. In- 
spired by faith born of a small achievement, your people 
will realize the abundant supply that God has made avail- 
able for all needs. 

: Over 2,000 churches are stronger for using our hymn- 

book purchase plans. Their people have a new concept of 

giving, a new sense of power and unity, a new purpose for 
larger endeavors. 


THE SERVICE HYMNAL is a book 


of exalted quality in contents and manufacture. Descants 
to established tunes are a popular feature. Fully classified— 
completely indexed, orchestrated. 480 pages, 501 numbers, 
65 responsive readings. Covers lacquered for longer, 
brighter wear. Price per 100, $60, not prepaid. 


DEVOTIONAL HYMNS 


a smaller all purpose book for church and | HOPE PUBLISHING COMPANY 
church school. Orchestrated. as pymene {| 5701-B West Lake Street, Chicago, III. 
and songs, 34 readings, price per , cloth, 4 : a1 hone ; ae 
$40. Bristol, price per 100, $25. Not prepaid. 4 Lp sora ey oe ee Plans’ and 
Mail coupon for returnable samples and | [] Tue Servicer Hymnau [] Devorionan Hymns 
FREE hymnbook Finance Plans folder. I 
t Official 
: av IN UINL Cevanetawiedanccrvetanscerscossudetstvsvuas EDDC GN sc evssvepecats eee tees 
Horr PUBLISHING E2250 
: SAB ESL ED abou City enn eee ni ake hacoinita UATE ramlscetacdetenayts 
i) b 
td Pi bes 5nd bee COMPANY C@hunchsand Denotes cea a hircheeet ceaeicatesrser=tncats 
5701-B WEST LAKE STREET, CHICAGO, ILL.  Pastor.....ecscccseccessseseeee series Membershipyecccesssoes 
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.. HOLY NAME CHURCH, Zosloxe 


HE YEAR just finished produced more business for 

WICKS ORGANS than any other year. Many fine 
installations such as this Holy Name Church, West Rox- 
bury, Boston, Mass., 
were completed. 
Every denomina- 
tion has seen fit 
time and again to 
specify WICKS. 
Inquiries are cordi- 
ally invited...... 


This WICKS 
built for the 
Holy Name 
Church, further 
compliments 
this magnifi- 
cent interior. 


vW 
WICKS ORGAN COMPANY 
HIGHLAND: ILLINOIS «> Sept E 
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Deagan Carillons? 


“Case Records” of Recent In- 
stallations...No. 1 of a Series 


A PROMINENT 
CLEVELAND ATTORNEY 
treasured the memory of a 
happy boyhood spent in a 


small southern city. In ap- 


preciation, and in honor 
of his parents, he presented 
a Deagan Carillon to the 
Pulaski Presbyterian Church, 
Pulaski, Virginia. 


* 


Deagan Carillons make the 
church a landmark—con- 
vert the belfry into a sing- 
ing tower. Fully automatic 
—and available for as little | 
as $7250. May we send you 


particulars? 


J.C. Deagan, Inc., 141 Deagan Bldg., Chicago 
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